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Appendix A: Government Restrictions Index

The following table shows all 198 countries and territories in descending order of their scores on the Pew Research
Center’s index of government restrictions on religion as of the end of 2014. The Center has not attached numerical
rankings to the countries because there are numerous tie scores and the differences between the scores of
countries that are close to each other on this table are not necessarily meaningful.
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A Denotes an increase of one point or more from 2013 to 2014.
Denotes a decrease of one point or more from 2013 to 2014.

* See page 47 for notes on North Korea, Somalia and the Palestinian territories.
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NORTH KOREA: The sources used for this study clearly indicate that the government of North Korea is among the most repressive in
the world with respect to religion as well as other civil liberties. But because North Korean society is effectively closed to outsiders,
the sources are unable to provide the kind of specific and timely information that Pew Research coded in this quantitative study.
Therefore, the report does not include a score for North Korea on either index.

SOMALIA: Starting with data covering 2013, researchers changed the way they coded government restrictions in Somalia. See the
Methodology for more details.

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES: The Palestinian territories’ score on government restrictions reflects the policies of the Palestinian
Authority government (headed by Mahmoud Abbas and headquartered in the West Bank) rather than the actions of Hamas in Gaza
(which is not recognized by most of the sources for this report as a legitimate government).

Note: The current report corrects for a minor error in rounding procedures in the previous report; the new procedure was applied to
data for both 2014 and 2013 to ensure consistency. The updating resulted in a change to one country’s score on the Government
Restrictions Index for 2013: The Palestinian territories, which was reported as having moderate government restrictions on religion
in 2013, should have been categorized as having high government restrictions. Users of the data should note this update when
comparing results to those printed in the February 2015 report “Latest Trends in Religious Restrictions and Hostilities.”
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