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PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX 
JANUARY 6-9, 2011 OMNIBUS 

FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1018 

 
 
PEW.1 AND PEW.2 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
ASK ALL: 
PEW.3 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 

happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 
 

 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

a. Reports about the condition of the U.S. 
economy      

January 6-9, 2011 39 37 11 12 1 
December 16-19, 2010 39 31 14 15 2 
December 9-12, 2010 39 30 14 16 1 
December 2-5, 2010 52 28 11 9 * 
November 18-21, 2010 46 31 11 11 * 
November 11-14, 2010 38 30 15 16 1 
November 4-7, 2010 44 32 11 13 * 
October 28-November 1, 2010 39 34 11 15 1 
October 21-24, 2010 41 29 14 14 1 
October 14-17, 2010 42 33 12 13 * 
October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1 
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1 
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1 
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1 
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 * 
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1 
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1 
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 * 
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1 
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1 
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 * 
July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 * 
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1 
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 * 
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 * 
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1 
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 * 
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 * 
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1 
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 * 
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1 
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 * 
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0 
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 * 
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 * 
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 * 
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 * 
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 * 
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 * 
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 * 
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 * 
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0 
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 * 
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1 
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 * 
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 * 
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1 
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 * 
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0 
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 * 
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 * 
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 * 
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 * 
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1 
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1 
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 * 
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 * 
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 * 
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 * 
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1 
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 

      
b. News about the incoming Republican leaders 

in Congress 
     

January 6-9, 2011 26 30 18 26 * 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

January, 2007: News about the incoming 
Democratic leaders in Congress 25 38 20 16 1 
December, 2006 29 36 19 15 1 
April, 1995: The activities of the new 
Republican leaders in Congress 14 42 33 11 * 
March, 1995 23 38 22 17 * 
February, 1995 19 32 23 26 * 

      
c.  A Navy commander relieved of duty for 

making inappropriate videos      
January 6-9, 2011 18 27 22 32 1 
      

BASED ON INTERVIEWING CONDUCTED 
JANUARY 6-8, 2011 [N=771]      
d. The assassination of a prominent Pakistani 

government official      
January 6-8, 2011 7 18 24 50 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
October 30-November 2, 2009: News 
about political instability in Pakistan 16 23 26 35 1 
October 23-26, 2009 17 22 29 31 1 
May 29-June 1, 2009: The military conflict 
between the Taliban and the Pakistani 
government 23 30 23 23 1 
May 8-11, 2009: News about political 
instability in Pakistan 18 23 23 36 * 
April 24-27, 2009 15 27 27 31 * 
March 13-16, 2009 14 20 26 40 0 
September 26-29, 2008: A bombing at a 
Marriott Hotel in Pakistan that killed over 
50 people 16 32 23 28 1 
August 15-18, 2008: News about political 
instability in Pakistan 10 25 29 35 1 
February 22-25, 2008: Parliamentary 
elections and changes in party control in 
Pakistan 9 24 28 39 * 
January 11-14, 2008: News about political 
instability in Pakistan 19 33 20 27 1 
January 4-7, 2008: The assassination of 
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and 
resulting instability in Pakistan 32 36 15 16 1 
November 30-December 3, 2007: News 
about political instability in Pakistan 16 28 26 30 * 
November 23-26, 2007 13 27 31 28 1 
November 16-19, 2007 20 30 21 28 1 
November 9-12, 2007 20 29 23 28 * 
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PEW.3 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

October 19-22, 2007: A bombing in 
Pakistan aimed at former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto that killed over 120 people 21 28 21 30 * 
July 13-16, 2007: The Pakistani 
government’s raid on a mosque held by 
Islamic radicals 10 19 23 47 1 
August, 1990: The dismissal of Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Bhutto by Pakistan’s 
President 4 14 30 52 * 

      
BASED ON INTERVIEWING CONDUCTED 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011[N=164]      
d. News about a Congresswoman shot in 

Tucson, Arizona      
January 9, 2011  31 33 13 23 1 

      
e. Changes to Barack Obama’s White House 

staff      
January 6-9, 2011 19 34 18 28 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
August 17-20, 2007: Karl Rove’s 
resignation from his position in the White 
House 14 20 23 42 1 
Mid-November, 2006: The resignation of 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 30 30 21 18 1 
December, 1991: The resignation of White 
House Chief of Staff John Sununu 8 25 31 36 0 

      
f.  News about state and local budget problems      

January 6-9, 2011 24 37 18 20 1 
June 24-27, 2010 26 35 22 15 1 
March 5-8, 2010 31 32 19 18 * 
April 9-13, 2009 28 30 21 21 * 
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ASK ALL: 
PEW.4 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story 

you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]  
 
BASED ON INTERVIEWING CONDUCTED THURSDAY-SATURDAY JANUARY 6-8, 2011 ONLY 
[N=771] 
 Jan 6-8 
 2011 
 26 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 
 13 News about the incoming Republican leaders in Congress 
 8 A Navy commander relieved of duty for making inappropriate videos  
 8 Changes to Barack Obama’s White House staff 
 8 News about state and local budget problems 
 1 The assassination of a prominent Pakistani government official  
 16 Some other story (VOL.) 
 19 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
  
 
BASED ON INTERVIEWING CONDUCTED SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2011 ONLY [N=164] 
 Jan 9 
 2011 
 34 News about a Congresswoman shot in Tucson, Arizona 
 17 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 
 9 Changes to Barack Obama’s White House staff 
 6 News about the incoming Republican leaders in Congress 
 6 News about state and local budget problems 
 6 A Navy commander relieved of duty for making inappropriate videos 
 8 Some other story (VOL.) 
 13 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
ASK ALL: 
Now thinking about the new Congress… 
PEW.5  How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little or 

nothing at all? [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] 
 
     Nothing (VOL.) 
   A lot A little at all DK/Ref 
a. Republican efforts to repeal last year’s health care law 
  January 6-9, 2011 49 32 18 1 
 
NO ITEM b. 
    
c. Republican proposals to cut billions in domestic spending 
 this year 
  January 6-9, 2011 31 41 27 1 
 
d. Republican plans to conduct investigations into how the  
  government has operated under the Obama administration 
  January 6-9, 2011 20 38 41 1 
 
e. Democratic proposals to change the Senate’s filibuster rule 
  January 6-9, 2011 14 36 49 * 
 
f. Republicans reading the U.S. Constitution aloud  
 on the House floor 
  January 6-9, 2011 28 32 39 1 
 
g. John Boehner [PRONOUNCED: BAY-ner]  
 becoming the Speaker of the House 
  January 6-9, 2011 39 30 31 * 
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PEW.5 CONTINUED…     
    Nothing (VOL.) 

   A lot A little at all DK/Ref 
 
h. Members of the House of Representatives cutting  
 their own office and staff budgets by 5 percent 
  January 6-9, 2011 14 37 48 1 
 
PEW.6 THROUGH PEW.10 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 
ASK ALL: 
Thinking about recent economic news… 
ASK ALL: 
PEW.11 Are you hearing mostly good news about the economy these days, mostly bad news about 

the economy or a mix of both good and bad news? 
 
  Hearing Hearing A mix of 
  mostly mostly good and (VOL.) 
  good news bad news bad news DK/Ref 
 January 6-9, 2011 7 24 68 1 
 December 2-5, 2010 4 39 55 1 
 November 11-14, 2010 5 41 53 2 
 October 7-10, 2010 6 39 53 2 
 September 2-6, 2010 3 41 54 2 
 August 5-8, 2010 4 38 55 3 
 July 1-5, 2010 3 42 54 1 
 June 10-13, 2010 4 30 65 1 
 May 7-10, 2010 4 29 66 1 
 April 1-5, 2010 6 28 66 * 
 March 5-8, 2010 4 30 66 1 
 February 5-8, 2010 4 35 61 * 
 January 8-11, 2010 5 29 65 1 
 December 4-7, 2009 7 33 59 1 
 October 30-November 2, 2009 5 31 62 2 
 October 9-12, 2009 6 27 66 1 
 September 3-6, 2009 5 27 68 1 
 August 7-10, 2009 11 29 59 1 
 July 2-5, 2009 3 41 56 * 
 June 12-15, 2009 4 37 59 * 
 May 8-11, 2009 4 31 64 1 
 April 9-13, 2009 4 39 56 1 
 March 13-16, 2009 2 51 46 1 
 February 13-16, 2009 2 60 37 1 
 January 16-19, 2009 2 67 30 1 
 December 5-8, 2008 1 80 19 * 
 
PEW.12 THROUGH PEW.13 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
  


