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PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX 

NOVEMBER 4-7, 2010 OMNIBUS 

FINAL TOPLINE 

N=996 

 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.1  As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 

 
 

 
Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
a. Reports about the condition of the U.S. 

economy      
November 4-7, 2010 44 32 11 13 * 
October 28-November 1, 2010 39 34 11 15 1 
October 21-24, 2010 41 29 14 14 1 

October 14-17, 2010 42 33 12 13 * 
October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1 
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1 
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1 
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1 
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 * 
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1 
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1 
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 * 
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1 
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1 
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 * 

July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 * 
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1 
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 * 
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 * 
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1 
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 * 
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 * 
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1 
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 * 
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1 
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 * 

April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0 
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 * 
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 * 
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 * 
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 * 
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 * 
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 * 
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 * 
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 * 

January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 * 
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0 
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 * 
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1 
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 * 
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 * 
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1 
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 
closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0 
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 * 
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 * 

September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 * 
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 * 
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1 
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1 
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 * 
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 * 
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 * 
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 * 
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1 
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 

June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 

February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 

October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 

July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 
closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 

February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 

Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 

December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 

October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 

January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 
closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
b. News about the outcome of the elections      

November 4-7, 2010 47 25 14 14 * 
November, 2006 46 33 11 10 * 

November, 1998 42 31 14 12 1 
December, 1994 41 36 13 10 * 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:      
October 28-November 1, 2010: News about 
this year’s congressional elections 29 30 17 23 1 
October 21-24, 2010 30 28 18 23 1 
October 14-17, 2010 33 25 19 23 * 
October 7-10, 2010 23 27 19 30 1 
September 30-October 3, 2010 25 34 19 21 1 
September 23-26, 2010 25 33 23 18 1 
September 16-19, 2010 23 26 23 27 1 
September 9-12, 2010 22 23 21 34 1 

September 2-6, 2010 26 24 23 26 1 
August 26-29,2010 20 27 23 28 1 
August 19-22, 2010 19 23 24 33 1 
August 12-15, 2010 20 22 19 38 1 
July 29-August 1, 2010 29 34 22 14 * 
July 15-18, 2010 17 23 26 33 1 
June 10-13, 2010 20 29 24 27 1 
May 20-23, 2010 23 25 24 27 * 
April 23-26, 2010 20 25 19 35 * 
March 5-8, 2010 25 27 21 26 1 
January 8-11, 2010 20 24 26 29 1 
      

c.  News about recent terrorist plots in the United 
States and Europe      
November 4-7, 2010 29 31 19 20 * 
October 28-November 1, 2010 28 33 17 21 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
September 30-October 3, 2010: Reports 
about Al Qaeda planning terror attacks in 
Western Europe 18 31 24 25 1 
June 24-27, 2010: The man who attempted 
to bomb Times Square pleading guilty 18 28 26 27 1 
May 7-10, 2010: The investigation and 

arrests following an attempted car bombing 
in Times Square in New York 37 32 16 15 * 
January 8-11, 2010: The government’s 
response to an attempted terrorist attack on 
a Detroit-bound plane on Christmas 37 36 14 12 * 
December 11-14, 2009: The arrest of five 
Muslim American men in Pakistan with 
suspected ties to terrorists 21 28 24 27 * 
September 25-28, 2009: News about recent 
terrorist plots in the United States 32 38 17 14 0 
September, 2007: German officials stopping 
a terrorist plot to bomb several locations 

including a U.S. military base in Germany 20 27 23 28 2 
July 20-23, 2007: Reports that the terrorist 
network Al Qaeda is gaining strength 26 30 22 21 1 
July 13-16, 2007 21 36 18 24 1 
May 11-14, 2007:  The arrest of six men 
charged with plotting an attack on the 
Fort Dix Army base  19 29 20 31 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 
closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
August, 2006: British officials stopping a 
terrorist plot to blow up planes flying to the 
U.S. 

 
 

54 

 
 

26 

 
 
9 

 
 
9 

 
 
2 

August, 2004: The recent ‘code orange’ alert 
about the increased risk of a terrorist attack 

 
34 

 
36 

 
18 

 
11 

 
1 

January, 2004 35 38 16 10 1 
February, 2003 39 35 16 9 1 
Early September, 2002: The Homeland 
Security office issuing a ‘code orange’ alert 
about the increased risk of a terrorist attack 

 
 

39 

 
 

29 

 
 

16 

 
 

15 

 
 
1 

July, 2002: Defending against terrorist 
attacks in the U.S.  

 
51 

 
33 

 
9 

 
6 

 
1 

June, 2002: The arrest of a man for 
planning a “dirty bomb” attack on the U.S. 30 30 24 15 1 
June, 2002: Defending against terrorist 

attacks in the U.S. 

 

45 

 

35 

 

12 

 

7 

 

1 
April, 2002 46 36 10 7 1 
Early April, 2002 49 35 10 5 1 
January 2002: Reports on the failed suicide 
bombing of an American Airlines jet coming 
from Paris 20 34 22 23 1 
December, 2001: Terrorism attacks on the 
United States 

 
60 

 
29 

 
7 

 
3 

 
1 

Mid-November, 2001 66 25 6 2 1 
Early November, 2001 63 26 6 3 2 
Mid-October, 2001 78 16 4 1 1 
Early October, 2001: News about the 

terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center 
in New York and the Pentagon in 
Washington 

 

 
 

73 

 

 
 

22 

 

 
 
4 

 

 
 
1 

 

 
 
* 

Mid-September, 2001 74 22 3 1 * 
January, 2000: The recent arrests of 
suspected terrorists in the U.S. 

 
23 

 
36 

 
23 

 
17 

 
1 

September, 1998: Reports about activities 
to prevent terrorism both here and abroad 

 
33 

 
38 

 
19 

 
10 

 
* 

      
d. An engine failure on a Qantas flight that 

caused the airline to ground some of its planes      

November 4-7, 2010 13 23 22 40 1 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
April 11-14, 2008: Widespread airline delays 
and cancellations due to safety concerns 19 30 30 21 * 
March 28-31, 2008: Issues with safety 
inspections on commercial airlines 14 26 27 32 1 
      

e. President Obama’s trip to Asia      
November 4-7, 2010 14 21 23 40 1 
November 20-23, 2009 11 19 29 41 * 
November 13-16, 2009 8 19 28 44 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

August 14-17, 2009: President Obama’s trip 
to Mexico 9 20 26 44 * 
July 10-13, 2009: President Obama’s trip to 
Russia and the G-8 Summit in Italy 14 30 24 30 1 
April 17-20, 2009: Trip to Mexico and Latin 
America 17 26 25 32 * 
April 9-13, 2009: Visit to Turkey and Iraq 23 29 22 26 * 
April 3-6, 2009: Trip to Europe and 
meetings with foreign leaders 25 35 21 19 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 
closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 

(VOL.) 

DK/Ref 
f. A hurricane and a cholera outbreak in Haiti      

November 4-7, 2010 17 30 27 25 1 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

August 19-22, 2010: The flooding in 
Pakistan and its aftermath 11 23 32 33 1 
August 12-15, 2010: Floods in Pakistan 8 19 30 43 1 
March 12-15, 2010: Major aftershocks in 
Chile following an earthquake in late 
February 18 41 27 14 * 
March 5-8, 2010: A major earthquake in 
Chile 27 42 19 12 * 
February 12-15, 2010: The aftermath of a 
major earthquake and relief efforts in Haiti 37 37 17 8 * 
February 5-8, 2010 42 39 13 6 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 38 13 4 * 

January 22-25, 2010 50 40 8 3 * 
January 15-18, 2010: A major earthquake in 
Haiti 60 28 8 4 * 
August 14-17, 2009: A typhoon that caused 
flooding and mudslides in Taiwan 7 21 30 41 1 
April 9-13, 2009: A major earthquake in 
Italy 18 35 25 22 * 
May 16-19, 2008: The earthquake in China 30 41 17 12 * 
May 9-12, 2008: Reports about the cyclone 
that hit Burma 23 35 23 19 * 
November 2-5, 2007: The impact of 
Hurricane Noel on the Bahamas and Cuba 11 22 31 35 1 

September 7-10, 2007: The impact of 
Hurricanes Felix and Henriette on Mexico 
and Central America 14 29 29 27 1 
August 24-27, 2007: The destruction caused 
by Hurricane Dean in Mexico and the 
Caribbean 18 39 24 18 1 
October, 2005: The earthquake in Pakistan 22 39 23 16 * 
January 2005: The earthquake and tsunami 
in the Indian Ocean 58 32 7 3 * 
January 2004: The earthquake in Iran 16 34 31 19 * 
February 2001: The earthquake in India 15 33 31 20 1 

March 2000: Flood rescue efforts in 
Mozambique 10 26 30 34 * 
September 1999: The earthquake in Turkey  27 37 23 12 1 
November 1998: Hurricane Mitch and the 
rain and mudslides in Central America 36 36 16 11 1 
February 1995: The earthquake in Japan 25 47 20 8 * 
May 1991: The cyclone that devastated 
Bangladesh 23 36 23 17 1 
July 1990: The earthquake in Iran 20 36 28 16 * 
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ASK ALL: 

PEW.2 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story 
you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]  

 
 43 News about the outcome of the elections 
 20 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 

 9 A hurricane and a cholera outbreak in Haiti  
 7 News about recent terrorist plots in the United States and Europe 
 4 President Obama’s trip to Asia 
 2 An engine failure on a Qantas flight that caused the airline to ground some of its planes  
 6 Some other story (VOL.) 
 9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 

 
PEW.3 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 

ASK ALL: 

Now thinking about election night... 
PEW.4 Did you happen to follow election returns on Tuesday night, or not?  

 
   -----BASED ON VOTERS----- 

 Nov 4-7  Nov Nov Nov 
 2010  2008 2004 2000 
 57 Yes 82 84 88 
 43 No 18 16 12 
 0 Don't know/Refused (VOL.) * * 0 
  
ASK IF FOLLOWED RETURNS (PEW.4=1): 
PEW.5 Did you follow the election returns on [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE], or not? 
 
    (VOL.) Did not  

  Yes No DK/Ref follow returns 
a. Television  
 BASED ON TOTAL [N=996] 

  Nov 4-7, 2010  52 5 0 43 
  November, 2008 (All voters) 79 3 0 18 
  November, 2004 (All voters) 81 3 0 16 
 BASED ON THOSE WHO  

 FOLLOWED RETURNS [N=622] 

  Nov 4-7, 2010  91 9 0 
  November, 2008 (Voters) 96 4 0 
  November, 2004 (Voters) 97 3 0 

 
b. The internet  
 BASED ON TOTAL [N=996] 

  Nov 4-7, 2010  16 41 0 43 
  November, 2008 (All voters) 19 63 0 18 
  November, 2004 (All voters) 16 68 * 16 
 BASED ON THOSE WHO  

 FOLLOWED RETURNS [N=622] 

  Nov 4-7, 2010  28 72 0 
  November, 2008 (Voters) 23 77 0 
  November, 2004 (Voters) 19 81 * 
 

PEW.6 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED 
 
PEW.7 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE  
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ASK ALL: 
PARTY In politics TODAY, do you consider yourself a Republican, Democrat, or Independent?  
ASK IF INDEP/NO PREF/OTHER/DK/REF (PARTY=3,4,5,9): 

PARTYLN As of today do you lean more to the Republican Party or more to the Democratic Party? 
 
     (VOL.) (VOL.) 

     No Other (VOL.) Lean Lean 
  Republican Democrat Independent preference party DK/Ref Rep Dem 
Nov 4-7, 2010 23 35 32 5 * 4 13 13 


