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PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX
OCTOBER 7-10, 2010 OMNIBUS
FINAL TOPLINE
N=1005

ASK ALL:
PEW.1 Thinking about the news, what journalist or news person do you most admire? [OPEN END.
ACCEPT UP TO THREE RESPONSES BUT DO NOT PROBE FOR MORE THAN ONE]

Oct 7-10 Mar 2-5 August
2010 2007 1985!
5 Diane Sawyer 5 Katie Couric 11 Dan Rather
4 Katie Couric 4 Bill O'Reilly 6 Walter Cronkite
3 Bill O'Reilly 3 Charles Gibson 6 Peter Jennings
3 Glenn Beck 2 Dan Rather 4 Tom Brokaw
2 Brian Williams 2 Tom Brokaw 3 Barbara Walters
2 Anderson Cooper 2 Brian Williams 2 Ted Koppel
1 Sean Hannity 2 Anderson Cooper 33 Other
1 Barbara Walters 2 Jon Stewart None/Don't know/
1 Tom Brokaw 1 Jim Lehrer 35 Refused
1 Jon Stewart 1 Bob Woodruff
1 Brit Hume 1 Peter Jennings
1 Keith Olbermann 1 Walter Cronkite
1 Greta Van Susteren 1 Matt Lauer
1 Matt Lauer 1 Rush Limbaugh
22 Other 1 Barbara Walters
None/Don’t know/ 1 Brit Hume
52 Refused 1 Diane Sawyer
1 Wolf Blitzer
1 Ted Koppel
1 Keith Olbermann
1 Lou Dobbs
1 Tim Russert
24 Other

None/Don’t know/
44 Refused

2010 and 2007 figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses.

ASK ALL:

PEW.2 As 1 read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely.
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY "Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
a. Reports about the condition of the U.S.
economy
October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 *
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 *
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1
! In August, 1985 the question was worded: “Who is your favorite journalist or newsperson?” Only one response was

accepted and journalists mentioned by fewer than 2% of respondents are not shown.
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 *
July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 *
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 *
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 *
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 *
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 *
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 *
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 *
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 *
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 *
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 *
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 *
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 *
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 *
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 *
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 *
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 *
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 *
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 *
January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 *
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 *
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 *
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 *
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 *
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 *
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 *
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 *
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 *
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 *
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 *
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 *
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 *
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 *
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 *
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 *
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 *
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 *
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 *
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 *
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 *
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 *
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 *
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 *
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 *
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 *
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 *
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 *
January 30-February 2, 2009 52 31 12 5 *
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 *
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 *
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 *
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 *
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1
October 19-22, 2007 25 34 20 21 *
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 *
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 *
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 *
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 *
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 *
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...

b.

January, 2002
December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
June, 2001

May, 2001

April, 2001
February, 2001
January, 2001
June, 1995
March, 1995
February, 1995
December, 1994
October, 1994
June, 1994

May, 1994
January, 1994
Early January, 1994
December, 1993
October, 1993
September, 1993
Early September, 1993
August, 1993
May, 1993
February, 1993
January, 1993
September, 1992
May, 1992
March, 1992
February, 1992
January, 1992
October, 1991

News about this year’s congressional elections

October 7-10, 2010
September 30-October 3, 2010
September 23-26, 2010
September 16-19, 2010
September 9-12, 2010
September 2-6, 2010
August 26-29,2010
August 19-22, 2010
August 12-15, 2010
July 29-August 1, 2010
July 15-18, 2010

June 10-13, 2010

May 20-23, 2010

April 23-26, 2010
March 5-8, 2010
January 8-11, 2010

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:

October 24-27, 2008: News about
candidates for local and statewide elections
Early November, 2006: News about
candidates and election campaigns in your
state and district

Late October, 2006 (RVs)

Early October, 2006

Early September, 2006

August, 2006
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Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
30 44 16 9 1
37 40 13 8 2
41 36 15 7 1
24 41 18 16 1
34 36 15 15 0
36 34 16 13 1
30 39 18 12 1
32 38 17 11 2
26 41 22 11 *
27 45 19 9 *
23 41 22 13 1
28 43 20 9 *
27 40 20 12 1
25 42 23 10 *
33 40 16 10 1
34 39 16 10 1
36 44 13 7 *
35 41 15 8 1
33 38 20 9 *
37 40 14 8 1
39 39 14 9 *
41 36 14 9 *
37 38 18 6 1
49 36 10 5 *
42 39 12 7 *
43 37 13 6 1
39 39 15 6 1
47 38 11 4 *
47 37 10 6 *
44 40 11 5 *
36 38 16 9 1
23 27 19 30 1
25 34 19 21 1
25 33 23 18 1
23 26 23 27 1
22 23 21 34 1
26 24 23 26 1
20 27 23 28 1
19 23 24 33 1
20 22 19 38 1
29 34 22 14 *
17 23 26 33 1
20 29 24 27 1
23 25 24 27 *
20 25 19 35 *
25 27 21 26 1
20 24 26 29 1
20 35 24 20 1
27 37 18 17 1
27 45 17 11 *
21 38 25 15 1
16 32 28 23 1
20 29 28 22 1
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
June, 2006 18 30 29 21 2
May, 2006 18 28 30 23 1
Early November, 2002 (RVs) 27 46 18 9 *
Late October, 2002 (RVs) 28 34 24 13 1
Early October, 2002 (RVs) 21 46 22 10 1
Early September, 2002 17 29 29 24 1
Late October, 1998 (RVs) 26 45 20 9 *
Early October, 1998 (RVs) 21 43 24 11 1
Early September, 1998 17 32 28 23 *
Early August, 1998 13 30 28 23 1
June, 1998 9 27 33 30 1
April, 19982 16 33 24 27 *
November, 1994 18 42 25 15 *
Late October, 1994 14 38 31 16 1
Early October, 1994 23 34 23 19 1
September, 1994 19 34 29 18 *
November, 1990 38 34 17 11 *
October, 1990 18 32 28 22 *
c. The current situation and events in
Afghanistan
October 7-10, 2010 21 36 20 22 1
September 30-October 3, 2010 23 37 23 15 1
September 23-26, 2010 29 40 19 11 1
September 9-12, 2010 30 33 20 17 *
July 29-August 1, 2010 34 35 22 9 *
July 15-18, 2010 22 33 23 22 *
July 8-11, 2010 23 32 24 20 1
July 1-5, 2010 29 34 23 14 1
June 17-20, 2010 21 30 27 22 *
May 20-23, 2010 22 33 25 20 *
April 9-12, 2010 21 29 27 22 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
June 24-27, 2010: General Stanley
McChrystal resigning as head of U.S. forces
in Afghanistan after being quoted criticizing
President Obama and his Afghanistan
strategy 28 31 19 21 1
February 19-22, 2010: The U.S. military
effort in Afghanistan 24 36 21 19 *
January 8-11, 2010: Suicide bombing that
killed seven Americans at a CIA base in
Afghanistan 24 31 27 17 1
December 11-14, 2009: The U.S. military
effort in Afghanistan 35 33 18 13 *
December 4-7, 2009: President Obama’s
decision to send more U.S. troops to
Afghanistan 43 33 14 8 1
November 20-23, 2009: The debate over
whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 29 31 17 22 1
November 13-16, 2009 29 28 20 22 1
November 6-9, 2009: The U.S. military
effort in Afghanistan 22 35 24 18 *
October 30-November 2, 2009 24 32 21 22 *
October 23-26, 2009 32 29 21 18 *
October 16-19, 2009 25 31 20 24 *

In April 1998, September 1994 and October 1990, story was listed as “Candidates and election campaigns in your state.”
In November 1990, story was listed as “Candidates and elections in your state.”
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
September 25-28, 2009: The debate over
whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 27 40 17 16 *
September 18-21, 2009: The U.S. military
effort in Afghanistan 26 33 25 16 *
September 11-14, 2009 25 35 22 18 1
September 3-6, 2009 23 33 23 21 0
August 7-10, 2009 24 32 23 21 1
March 20-23, 2009 24 32 22 22 *
February 20-23, 2009: The Obama
administration’s decision to send 17,000
additional U.S. troops to Afghanistan 27 29 24 19 1
January 30-February 2, 2009: The U.S.
military effort in Afghanistan 26 34 24 16 *
January 2-4, 2009 22 33 23 21 1
October 24-27, 2008 28 32 22 17 1
October 10-13, 2008: The military effort in
Afghanistan against Taliban fighters 19 34 29 18 *
September 12-15, 2008 21 34 25 19 1
August 29-31, 2008 18 27 32 23 *
July 18-21, 2008 27 33 24 16 *
July 11-14, 2008 19 28 29 23 1
July 3-7, 2008 19 28 32 21 *
June 20-23, 2008 20 30 30 20 *
Late July, 2002: The U.S. military effort in 41 38 13 7 1
Afghanistan
June, 2002 38 32 20 9 1
April, 2002 39 39 13 8 1
Early April, 2002 45 37 12 5 1
February, 2002 47 39 8 5 1
January, 2002 51 35 9 4 1
December, 2001 44 38 12 5 1
Mid-November, 2001 49 36 11 3 1
Early November, 2001 45 36 12 6 1
Mid-October, 2001 51 35 10 3 1

d. Problems with foreclosures across the country
October 7-10, 2010 19 32 22
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
August 26-29, 2010: Reports about the U.S.
housing market 22 31 24 22 1
February 20-23, 2009: The Obama
administration’s plan to help homeowners
facing foreclosure which could cost as much
as $275 billion dollars 31 36 19 13 1
September 12-15, 2008: The federal
government taking control of the mortgage
companies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 28 35 19 17 1
July 18-21, 2008: Financial troubles for
home mortgage lenders Fannie Mae and

N
N
—

Freddie Mac 30 33 19 18 *
May 30-June 2, 2008: Reports about

problems in the U.S housing market 26 32 21 21 0
March 7-10, 2008: A record number of

home mortgage foreclosures 28 33 19 20 *
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PEW.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (voL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref

e. A case before the Supreme Court involving a
fundamentalist pastor’s anti-gay protests at
military funerals
October 7-10, 2010 18 22 22 37 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
January 22-25,2010: The Supreme Court
overturning campaign finance limits on
corporations and unions paying for ads
about political candidates 18 21 25 34 1
December, 2003: The Supreme Court
decision upholding campaign finance reform
legislation 8 17 28 45 2
July, 1990: The Supreme Court decision that
found laws against flag burning
unconstitutional and the attempt in

Congress to amend the Constitution 24 39 25 11 1
July, 1989: The Supreme Court decision on
the burning of the U.S. flag 51 32 12 4 1

May, 1992: The Supreme Court's
deliberations about the legality of

restrictions on abortion in Pennsylvania 28 34 24 13 1
May, 1989: The Supreme Court’s hearing of
arguments in a Missouri abortion case 25 29 21 24 1

f. The spread of toxic sludge in Hungary
October 7-10, 2010 11 20 22 46 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
December, 2002: The large oil spill polluting

the coast of Spain 15 29 28 27 1

July, 1986: The nuclear accident at

Chernobyl in the Soviet Union 46 34 15 5 *
ASK ALL:

PEW.3 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story
you've been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]

26 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

15 News about this year’s congressional elections

10 The current situation and events in Afghanistan

7 A case before the Supreme Court involving a fundamentalist pastor’s anti-gay protests at

military funerals
3 The spread of toxic sludge in Hungary
6 Problems with foreclosures across the country
13 Some other story (VOL.)
19 Don't know/Refused (VOL.)

ASK ALL:
PEW.4 From what you've read and heard about the congressional elections this fall, what do you think is
more likely to happen? [READ AND RANDOMIZE]

Oct 7-10 Sep 2-6 Jul 15-18
2010 2010 2010

The Democratic Party will maintain its majority

29 in the House of Representatives 34 33
[OR]
The Republican Party will regain a majority

50 in the House of Representatives 41 40

22 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 25 27

www.peoplepress.org



18

ASK ALL:

Thinking about recent economic news ...

PEW.5 Are you hearing mostly good news about the economy these days, mostly bad news about the
economy or a mix of both good and bad news?

Hearing Hearing A mix of
mostly mostly good and (voL.)
good news bad news bad news DK/Ref
October 7-10, 2010 6 39 53 2
September 2-6, 2010 3 41 54 2
August 5-8, 2010 4 38 55 3
July 1-5, 2010 3 42 54 1
June 10-13, 2010 4 30 65 1
May 7-10, 2010 4 29 66 1
April 1-5, 2010 6 28 66 *
March 5-8, 2010 4 30 66 1
February 5-8, 2010 4 35 61 *
January 8-11, 2010 5 29 65 1
December 4-7, 2009 7 33 59 1
October 30-November 2, 2009 5 31 62 2
October 9-12, 2009 6 27 66 1
September 3-6, 2009 5 27 68 1
August 7-10, 2009 11 29 59 1
July 2-5, 2009 3 41 56 *
June 12-15, 2009 4 37 59 *
May 8-11, 2009 4 31 64 1
April 9-13, 2009 4 39 56 1
March 13-16, 2009 2 51 46 1
February 13-16, 2009 2 60 37 1
January 16-19, 2009 2 67 30 1
December 5-8, 2008 1 80 19 *
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