PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX
SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 3, 2010 OMNIBUS
FINAL TOPLINE
N=1002

PEW.1-PEW.2 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ASK ALL:

PEW.3 As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely.
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (vOL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
a. Reports about the condition of the U.S.
economy
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 *
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 *
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 *
July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 *
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 *
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 *
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 *
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 *
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 *
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 *
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0]
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 *
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 *
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 *
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 *
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 *
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 *
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 *
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 *
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 *
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 *
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 *
January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 *
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 *
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0]
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 *
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 *
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 *
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 *
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 *
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 *
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (vOoL.)
closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 *
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 *
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 *
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 *
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 *
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 *
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 *
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 *
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 *
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 *
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 *
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 *
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 *
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 *
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 *
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 *
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 *
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 *
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 *
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 *
January 30-February 2, 2009 52 31 12 5 *
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 *
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 *
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 *
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

b.

February 15-18, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 18-21, 2008
January 11-14, 2008
November 2-5, 2007
October 19-22, 2007
August 10-13, 2007
Mid-November, 2006
December, 2005
Early November, 2005
Mid-May, 2005
January, 2005
Mid-October, 2004
Early September, 2004
Mid-January, 2004
December, 2003
November, 2003
October, 2003
September, 2003
March, 2003
February, 2003
December, 2002
February, 2002
January, 2002
December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
June, 2001

May, 2001

April, 2001
February, 2001
January, 2001

June, 1995

March, 1995
February, 1995
December, 1994
October, 1994

June, 1994

May, 1994

January, 1994

Early January, 1994
December, 1993
October, 1993
September, 1993
Early September, 1993
August, 1993

May, 1993

February, 1993
January, 1993
September, 1992
May, 1992

March, 1992
February, 1992
January, 1992
October, 1991

September 23-26, 2010
September 16-19, 2010

11

Very
closely
37
40
42
36
27
25
28
31
35
35
30
35
30
39
37
35
40
32
39
40
42
38
35
30
37
41
24
34
36
30
32
26
27
23
28
27
25
33
34
36
35
33
37
39
41
37
49
42
43
39
47
47
44
36

News about this year’s congressional elections
September 30-October 3, 2010

25
25
23

www.peoplepress.org

Fairly
closely
36
37
31
32
37
34
36
40
35
39
39
41
43
34
41
38
34
39
30
35
33
34
40
44
40
36
41
36
34
39
38
41
45
41
43
40
42
40
39
44
41
38
40
39
36
38
36
39
37
39
38
37
40
38

34
33
26

Not too
closely
11
14
16
15
16
20
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17
18
17
19
17
16
15
15
14
15
16
18
16
15
17
15
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13
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15
16
18
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closely
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8
11
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PEW.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too  Not at all (vOoL.)

closely closely closely closely DK/Ref
September 9-12, 2010 22 23 21 34 1
September 2-6, 2010 26 24 23 26 1
August 26-29,2010 20 27 23 28 1
August 19-22, 2010 19 23 24 33 1
August 12-15, 2010 20 22 19 38 1
July 29-August 1, 2010 29 34 22 14 *
July 15-18, 2010 17 23 26 33 1
June 10-13, 2010 20 29 24 27 1
May 20-23, 2010 23 25 24 27 *
April 23-26, 2010 20 25 19 35 *
March 5-8, 2010 25 27 21 26 1
January 8-11, 2010 20 24 26 29 1

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
October 24-27, 2008: News about
candidates for local and statewide elections 20 35 24 20
Early November, 2006: News about
candidates and election campaigns in your

=

state and district 27 37 18 17 1
Late October, 2006 (RVs) 27 45 17 11 *
Early October, 2006 21 38 25 15 1
Early September, 2006 16 32 28 23 1
August, 2006 20 29 28 22 1
June, 2006 18 30 29 21 2
May, 2006 18 28 30 23 1
Early November, 2002 (RVS) 27 46 18 9 *
Late October, 2002 (RVs) 28 34 24 13 1
Early October, 2002 (RVs) 21 46 22 10 1
Early September, 2002 17 29 29 24 1
Late October, 1998 (RVs) 26 45 20 9 *
Early October, 1998 (RVs) 21 43 24 11 1
Early September, 1998 17 32 28 23 *
Early August, 1998 13 30 28 23 1
June, 1998 9 27 33 30 1
April, 1998* 16 33 24 27 *
November, 1994 18 42 25 15 *
Late October, 1994 14 38 31 16 1
Early October, 1994 23 34 23 19 1
September, 1994 19 34 29 18 *
November, 1990 38 34 17 11 *
October, 1990 18 32 28 22 *

c. Reports about Al Qaeda planning terror
attacks in Western Europe
September 30-October 3, 2010 18 31 24 25 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
June 24-27, 2010: The man who attempted
to bomb Times Square pleading guilty 18 28 26 27 1
May 7-10, 2010: The investigation and
arrests following an attempted car bombing
in Times Square in New York 37 32 16 15 *
January 8-11, 2010: The government’s
response to an attempted terrorist attack on
a Detroit-bound plane on Christmas 37 36 14 12 *
December 11-14, 2009: The arrest of five
Muslim American men in Pakistan with
suspected ties to terrorists 21 28 24 27 *

In April 1998, September 1994 and October 1990, story was listed as “Candidates and election campaigns in your state.”
In November 1990, story was listed as “Candidates and elections in your state.”
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PEW.3 CONTINUED... (voL.)
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused

September 25-28, 2009: News about recent

terrorist plots in the United States 32 38 17 14 0
September, 2007: German officials stopping

a terrorist plot to bomb several locations

including a U.S. military base in Germany 20 27 23 28 2
July 20-23, 2007: Reports that the terrorist

network Al Qaeda is gaining strength 26 30 22 21 1
July 13-16, 2007 21 36 18 24 1

May 11-14, 2007: The arrest of six men

charged with plotting an attack on the

Fort Dix Army base 19 29 20 31 1
August, 2006: British officials stopping a

terrorist plot to blow up planes flying to the

U.S. 54 26 9 9 2
August, 2004: The recent ‘code orange’ alert

about the increased risk of a terrorist attack 34 36 18 11 1
January, 2004 35 38 16 10 1
February, 2003 39 35 16 9 1

Early September, 2002: The Homeland
Security office issuing a ‘code orange’ alert

about the increased risk of a terrorist attack 39 29 16 15 1
July, 2002: Defending against terrorist

attacks in the U.S. 51 33 9 6 1
June, 2002: The arrest of a man for

planning a “dirty bomb” attack on the U.S. 30 30 24 15 1
June, 2002: Defending against terrorist

attacks in the U.S. 45 35 12 7 1
April, 2002 46 36 10 7 1
Early April, 2002 49 35 10 5 1

January 2002: Reports on the failed suicide
bombing of an American Airlines jet coming

from Paris 20 34 22 23 1
December, 2001: Terrorism attacks on the

United States 60 29 7 3 1
Mid-November, 2001 66 25 6 2 1
Early November, 2001 63 26 6 3 2
Mid-October, 2001 78 16 4 1 1
Early October, 2001: News about the

terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center

in New York and the Pentagon in

Washington 73 22 4 1 *
Mid-September, 2001 74 22 3 1 *
January, 2000: The recent arrests of

suspected terrorists in the U.S. 23 36 23 17 1
September, 1998: Reports about activities

to prevent terrorism both here and abroad 33 38 19 10 *

d. Debate about ways to improve public schools
across the country
September 30-October 3, 2010 26 31 21 21 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
February, 2001: George W. Bush’s

education plan 21 35 23 19 2
May, 1991: President Bush’s educational

reform plan 14 25 33 27 1
October, 1989: The education summit held

by Bush and the nation’s governors 15 29 25 30 1
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PEW.3 CONTINUED... (voL.)
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused

e. The current situation and events in
Afghanistan

September 30-October 3, 2010 23 37 23 15 1

September 23-26, 2010 29 40 19 11 1

September 9-12, 2010 30 33 20 17 *

July 29-August 1, 2010 34 35 22 9 *

July 15-18, 2010 22 33 23 22 *

July 8-11, 2010 23 32 24 20 1

July 1-5, 2010 29 34 23 14 1

June 17-20, 2010 21 30 27 22 *

May 20-23, 2010 22 33 25 20 *

April 9-12, 2010 21 29 27 22 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:

June 24-27, 2010: General Stanley

McChrystal resigning as head of U.S. forces

in Afghanistan after being quoted criticizing

President Obama and his Afghanistan

strategy 28 31 19 21 1

February 19-22, 2010: The U.S. military

effort in Afghanistan 24 36 21 19 *

January 8-11, 2010: Suicide bombing that

killed seven Americans at a CIA base in

Afghanistan 24 31 27 17 1

December 11-14, 2009: The U.S. military

effort in Afghanistan 35 33 18 13 *

December 4-7, 2009: President Obama’s

decision to send more U.S. troops to

Afghanistan 43 33 14 8 1

November 20-23, 2009: The debate over

whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 29 31 17 22 1

November 13-16, 2009 29 28 20 22 1

November 6-9, 2009: The U.S. military

effort in Afghanistan 22 35 24 18 *

October 30-November 2, 2009 24 32 21 22 *

October 23-26, 2009 32 29 21 18 *

October 16-19, 2009 25 31 20 24 *

October 9-12, 2009 31 31 21 17 0

September 25-28, 2009: The debate over

whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 27 40 17 16 *

September 18-21, 2009: The U.S. military

effort in Afghanistan 26 33 25 16 *

September 11-14, 2009 25 35 22 18 1

September 3-6, 2009 23 33 23 21 0]

August 7-10, 2009 24 32 23 21 1

March 20-23, 2009 24 32 22 22 *

February 20-23, 2009: The Obama

administration’s decision to send 17,000

additional U.S. troops to Afghanistan 27 29 24 19 1

January 30-February 2, 2009: The U.S.

military effort in Afghanistan 26 34 24 16 *

January 2-4, 2009 22 33 23 21 1

October 24-27, 2008 28 32 22 17 1

October 10-13, 2008: The military effort in

Afghanistan against Taliban fighters 19 34 29 18 *

September 12-15, 2008 21 34 25 19 1

August 29-31, 2008 18 27 32 23 *

July 18-21, 2008 27 33 24 16 *

July 11-14, 2008 19 28 29 23 1

July 3-7, 2008 19 28 32 21 *
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PEW.3 CONTINUED... (vOoL.)
Very Fairly Not too  Not at all DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused
June 20-23, 2008 20 30 30 20 *
Late July, 2002: The U.S. military effort in 41 38 13 7 1
Afghanistan
June, 2002 38 32 20 9 1
April, 2002 39 39 13 8 1
Early April, 2002 45 37 12 5 1
February, 2002 47 39 8 5 1
January, 2002 51 35 9 4 1
December, 2001 44 38 12 5 1
Mid-November, 2001 49 36 11 3 1
Early November, 2001 45 36 12 6 1
Mid-October, 2001 51 35 10 3 1

f. Israeli-Palestinian peace talks

September 30-October 3, 2010 11 26 29 34 1

September 16-19, 2010 13 21 26 40 *

September 2-6, 2010: Israeli-Palestinian

peace talks in Washington 14 24 27 35 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:

January 18-21, 2008: George Bush’s recent

trip to the Middle East and news about

renewed efforts at peace in the region 17 30 25 28 *

January 11-14, 2008: News about President

Bush attending peace talks in Israel 16 30 23 30 1

November 30-December 3, 2007: The

Middle East peace summit in Annapolis, MD 11 25 24 39 1

June, 2003: President Bush’s summit

meeting with world leaders and with the

prime ministers of Israel and the Palestinian

Authority 20 36 24 19 1

January, 2001: Renewed efforts at reaching

a peace agreement in the Middle East 21 32 29 17 1

July, 2000: The Middle East peace summit

at Camp David 15 30 24 31 *

November, 1998: The latest Mideast peace

agreement between Israel and the

Palestinians 18 33 28 19 2
Early October, 1998 (RVs): Renewed efforts

at reaching a peace agreement in the Middle

East 21 40 27 12 *
September, 1995: The latest Mideast peace

agreement between Israel and the

Palestinians 11 32 29 27 1
Late September, 1993: The peace accords
between lIsrael and the PLO 23 33 24 19 1

Early September, 1993: Talks between

Israel and the PLO about Arab self-rule for

the Gaza Strip and the West Bank town of

Jericho 19 31 23 26 1
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ASK ALL:
PEW.4 Which ONE of the stories | just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story
you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]

28 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy
16 Debate about ways to improve public schools across the country
12 News about this year’s congressional elections
9 The current situation and events in Afghanistan
5 Reports about Al Qaeda planning terror attacks in Western Europe
3 Israeli-Palestinian peace talks
10 Some other story (VOL.)
17 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)
ASK ALL:

PEW.5 Now thinking about some topics in the news...In general, do you think news reports are making
[INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [RANDOMIZE, KEEP IN SAME ORDER FOR ALL ITEMS: seem
WORSE than it really is, seem BETTER than it really is], or are reports showing the situation about
the way it really is?

Worse than Better than About the way (voL.)
it really is it really is it really is DK/Ref
a. The U.S. economy
September 30-October 3, 2010 28 27 39 7
June 24-27, 2010 28 23 36 13
October 24-27, 2008 40 11 45 4
June 13-16, 2008 34 14 48 4
March 28-31, 2008 35 16 46 3
November 9-12, 2007 42 17 35 6
December, 2005 39 18 36 7
b. The U.S. public education system
September 30-October 3, 2010 23 22 44 10
C. The threat of terrorism in the U.S.
September 30-October 3, 2010 28 17 44 11
d. The situation in Afghanistan
September 30-October 3, 2010 21 26 38 15
ASK ALL:

PEW.A How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little or
nothing at all? [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]

Nothing (VOL.)
Alot Alittle atall DK/Ref

a. The suicide of a Rutgers University student after a fellow
student secretly put video of him having sex on the internet
September 30-October 3, 2010 37 30 31 1

b. The recall of more than 10 million toys and other products by
Fisher Price
September 30-October 3, 2010 23 43 33 1
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
May 7-10, 2010: The recall of many children’s medicines,
including children’s Tylenol and Motrin 29 40 30 *

C. Controversy about the immigration status of a housekeeper
employed by Meg Whitman, the Republican candidate for
governor of California
September 30-October 3, 2010 24 29 47 *
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PEW.A CONTINUED...
Nothing (VOL.)
Alot Alittle atall DK/Ref
d. A rally in Washington, D.C. this weekend organized by a
coalition of liberal groups
September 30-October 3, 2010 10 28 61 1
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
September 23-26, 2010: Talk show hosts Jon Stewart and
Stephen Colbert planning rallies in Washington D.C. next month 13 33 54 1
August 26-29, 2010: Talk show host Glenn Beck’s upcoming
rally at the Lincoln Memorial, on the anniversary of Martin Luther

King’s “I have a dream” speech 16 26 58 *
August 19-22, 2010 11 17 71 *
September 18-21, 2009: A September 12" rally in Washington

to protest government spending and policies 23 37 40 *
May 2-6, 2000: The Million Mom March, a rally to be held in

Washington, D.C. on Mother’s Day in support of gun control 10 42 48 *

e. Five U.S. soldiers who have been charged with the
premeditated murder of civilians in Afghanistan
September 30-October 3, 2010 15 45 40 1

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:
June, 2005: Reported mistreatment of prisoners held by the

U.S.at Guantanamo Bay 49 40 10 1
May, 2004: Reports of mistreatment of Iragi prisoners by
U.S. troops 58 34 7 1

PEW.6-PEW.8 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
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