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PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS 
April 16-19, 2010 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY  

FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1,008 

 
Q.1 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 

happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. First, 
[INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 
 

 Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

DK/ 
Refused 

a. Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy      
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0 
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 * 
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 * 
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 * 
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 * 
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 * 
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 * 
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 * 
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 * 
January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 * 
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0 
December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 * 
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1 
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 * 
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 * 
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1 
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 * 
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0 
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 * 
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 * 
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 * 
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 * 
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1 
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1 
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 * 
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 * 
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 * 
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 * 
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1 
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 
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Q.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 
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Q.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 

      
b. Concerns about the safety of U.S. mines after a 

deadly explosion in a West Virginia coal mine      
April 16-19, 2010 26 35 23 16 * 
April 9-12, 2010: A deadly explosion in a coal 
mine in West Virginia 33 36 18 13 * 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:      
August 17-20, 2007: The six trapped Utah coal 
miners 32 38 18 12 * 
August 10-13, 2007 36 35 14 15 * 
January, 2006: The death of 12 miners in 
a West Virginia coal mine 47 33 11 8 1 
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Q.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
c. News about the nuclear summit in  

Washington, D.C. 
     

April 16-19, 2010 14 25 21 39 * 
TREND FOR COMPARISON:      

April 9-12, 2010: President Obama changing 
U.S. nuclear weapons policies and signing a 
nuclear weapons treaty with Russia 

 
 

24 

 
 

27 

 
 

22 

 
 

26 

 
 

1 
      
d. News about the new health care reform law      

April 16-19, 2010 40 30 16 14 * 
April 9-12, 2010 46 27 15 12 * 
April 1-5, 2010 42 27 14 16 * 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:      
March 26-29, 2010: Debate over health care 
reform 49 29 12 10 * 
March 19-22, 2010 51 24 11 14 * 
March 12-15, 2010 40 31 16 13 * 
March 5-8, 2010 42 27 17 15 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 29 29 19 22 * 
February 19-22, 2010 33 28 19 19 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 39 27 16 17 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 32 15 11 * 
January 15-18, 2010 37 27 19 18 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 26 20 15 * 
December 18-21, 2009 42 27 16 14 * 
December 11-14, 2009 42 30 15 14 * 
December 4-7, 2009 42 28 15 14 1 
November 20-23, 2009 42 29 14 15 * 
November 13-16, 2009 38 26 17 17 1 
November 6-9, 2009 35 28 15 22 1 
October 30-November 2, 2009 32 26 19 23 * 
October 23-26, 2009 40 27 16 17 1 
October 16-19, 2009 36 28 15 21 * 
October 9-12, 2009 37 29 14 19 1 
October 2-5, 2009 39 29 16 16 * 
September 25-28, 2009 45 31 12 12 0 
September 18-21, 2009 44 26 19 11 * 
September 11-14, 2009 44 27 14 15 * 
September 3-6, 2009 40 26 16 17 0 
August 28-31, 2009 40 28 17 14 1 
August 21-24, 2009 49 24 12 15 1 
August 14-17, 2009 39 31 15 15 1 
August 7-10, 2009: Debate in Washington over 
health care reform 40 27 17 15 1 
July 31-August 3, 2009  47 26 14 13 1 
July 24-27, 2009 44 28 15 13 * 
July 17-20, 2009 33 31 13 21 2 
July 10-13, 2009 24 29 20 27 * 
June 26-29, 2009 29 26 20 25 1 
June 19-22, 2009 28 28 20 23 * 
June 12-15, 2009 29 26 18 26 * 
May 15-18, 2009: Debate over Barack 
Obama’s health care plans 25 30 20 24 * 
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Q.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a  
$630 billion fund for overhauling health care  41 32 13 14 * 
September, 1994: The Clinton 
administration’s health care reform proposals 32 41 18 9 * 
June, 1994 34 40 19 7 * 
May, 1994 37 37 16 9 1 
January, 1994 38 38 15 9 * 
Early January, 1994 40 40 14 6 * 
December, 1993 45 35 12 7 1 
October, 1993 44 32 17 6 1 
September, 1993 49 34 11 6 * 
August, 1993: Reports about the White House 
task force on health care reform headed by 
Hillary Clinton 27 32 25 15 1 
June, 1993 28 38 19 15 * 
May, 1993 30 30 25 14 1 

      
e. A volcano in Iceland spreading ash over much of 

Europe, forcing the cancelation of many flights 
     

April 16-19, 2010 27 34 22 17 * 
      

f. Anti-government protests on April 15      
April 16-19, 2010 16 21 21 41 1 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:      
February 5-8, 2010: The National Tea Party 
Convention in Nashville, Tennessee 10 14 24 52 * 
April 17-20, 2009: Tea party protests against 
taxes and government spending  27 25 22 25 1 

 
 
Q.2 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story you’ve 

been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]    
 
 April 16-19 
 2010 
 33 News about the new health care reform law 
 21 A volcano in Iceland spreading ash over much of Europe, forcing the cancellation of many flights 
 18 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 
 9 Concerns about the safety of U.S. mines after a deadly explosion in a West Virginia coal mine 
 3 Anti-government protests on April 15 
 3 News about the nuclear summit in Washington, D.C. 
 7 Some other story (VOL.) 
 8 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  
 
 



 6

Q.3 How much if anything, have you heard about the Tea Party movement? Have you heard a lot, a little or 
nothing at all? 

 
   TREND FOR COMPARISON1: 
 April 16-19  March 11-21 
 2010  2010 
 40 A lot 26 
 37 A little 42 
 23 Nothing at all 30 
 1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 1 
 

                                                 
1  Question asked about the “Tea Party protests that have taken place in the U.S. over the past year.” 
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IF Q3= A LOT, A LITTLE (1,2) ASK [N=841]: 
Q.4 What one word best describes your impression of the Tea Party movement? Just the one word that best 

describes it. [OPEN END. PROBE FOR CLARITY ONLY.  RECORD ONLY ONE RESPONSE. DO 
NOT READ PRECODE LIST. DO NOT SUGGEST ANSWERS]? 

 
    April 16-19 
 2010 
 34 Great 
 34 Interesting 
 31 Patriots/Patriotic 
 23 Good 
 18 Ridiculous 
  Misinformed/Not      
 16    informed/Uninformed 
 15 Radical 
 14 Stupid 
 11 Needed 
 10 Angry 
 10 Conservative 
 10 Not interested/Uninterested 
 9 Excellent 
 9 Fantastic 
 9 Necessary 
 8 Concern/Concerned  
 8 Crazy 
 8 Freedom 
 8 Idiot/Idiotic/Idiocy 
 8 Politics/Political 
 7 American 
 6 Awesome 
 6 Confused/Confusing 
 6 Extreme/Extremist 
 6 Ignorant 
 6 Nuts 
 6 Racist 
 6 Republican 
 6 Useless 
 5 Fringe 
 5 Frustration/Frustrated 
 5 Go 
 5 Grassroots 
 5 Important 
 5 Impressive/Impressed 
 5 Misguided 
  

    April 16-19 
          2010 
 5 Positive  
 5 Waste/Wasteful/Waste of time 
 4 Active/Activists 
 4 Bad 
 4 Boring 
 4 Disgusting/Disgusted 
 4 Hopeful 
 4 Justified/Justifiable 
 4 Noisy 
 4 Nonsense 
 4 Protest 
 4 Rebellion/Rebellious 
 4 Silly 
 4 Terrible 
 4 Unorganized/Disorganized 
 3 About time 
 3 Agree 
 3 Attention/Attention getter 
 3 Bull 
 3 Change/Changes 
 3 Constitution/Constitutionalist 
 3 Correct 
 3 Curious 
 3 Different 
 3 Encouraging 
 3 Exciting/Excited 
 3 Futile 
 3 Motivated 
 3 Negative 
 3 OK 
 3 Outstanding 
 3 Right 
  Ultra-conservative/Too  
 3    conservative 
 3 Unknown 
 3 Wonderful 
 

NOTE: The figures above are the number of people who gave each answer; these are NOT percentages. Answers 
offered by three or more respondents shown. 
 
Percent of respondents offering positive, neutral or negative descriptions of the Tea Party movement (based on those 
who had heard at least a little about the Tea Party movement and offered a description [N=751]): 
 
 % 
 32 Positive 
 24 Neutral 
 44 Negative 
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IF Q3=A LOT, A LITTLE (1,2) ASK [N=841]: 
Q.5 Do you think news organizations are giving too much coverage, too little coverage, or the right amount of 

coverage to the Tea Party movement? 
  
 April 16-19 
 2010 
 24 Too much coverage 
 29 Too little coverage 
 41 Right amount of coverage 
 6 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
IF Q3=A LOT, A LITTLE (1,2) ASK [N=841]: 
Q.6    Would you say the press has been too easy, too tough or fair in the way it has covered the Tea Party 

movement? 
 
 April 16-19 
 2010 
 17 Too easy 
 24 Too tough 
 46 Fair 
 12 Don’t Know/Refused (VOL.) 


