Q.1

PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS

February 19-22, 2010 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY

FINAL TOPLINE
N=1,007

What recent news story, if any, have you and your friends been talking about? [OPEN END.
PROBE FOR CLARITY ONLY. RECORD ONLY ONE RESPONSE. DO NOT READ
PRECODE LIST. DO NOT SUGGEST ANSWERS]?
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Tiger Woods

The Olympics

Plane crashing into IRS office in Austin, Texas
Health care reform

The economy/jobs

Haiti earthquake relief/Release of Americans accused of attempted kidnapping in Haiti
Politics (General)

Local Stories

Weather

Afghanistan

Iraq

Obama

Shooting at University of Alabama at Huntsville
Sports

Other
No answer



Q.2

a.

As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all

closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM]

very closely, fairly closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

February 19-22, 2010
February 12-15, 2010
February 5-8, 2010
January 29-February 1, 2010
January 22-25, 2010
January 15-18, 2010
January 8-11, 2010
December 18-21, 2009
December 11-14, 2009
December 4-7, 2009
November 13-16, 2009
October 30-November 2, 2009
October 23-26, 2009
October 9-12, 2009
October 2-5, 2009
September 25-28, 2009
September 18-21, 2009
September 11-14, 2009
September 3-6, 2009
August 28-31, 2009
August 21-24, 2009
August 14-17, 2009
August 7-10, 2009
July 31-August 3, 2009
July 24-27, 2009

July 17-20, 2009

July 10-13, 2009

July 2-5, 2009

June 19-22, 2009

June 12-15, 2009

June 5-8, 2009

May 29-June 1, 2009
May 21-24, 2009

May 15-18, 2009

May 8-11, 2009

May 1-4, 2009

April 17-20, 2009
April 9-13, 2009
March 27-30, 2009
March 20-23, 2009
March 13-16, 2009
February 27-March 2, 2009
February 13-16, 2009
January 30-February 2, 2009
January 23-26, 2009
January 16-19, 2009
January 2-4, 2009
December 12-15, 2008

Very Fairly = Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
38 34 15 12 *
35 34 15 16 *
43 36 13 9 *
45 32 13 10 *
41 34 14 10 *
37 38 14 11 *
39 33 15 12 *
45 31 14 10 0
42 31 14 13 *
41 36 13 9 1
38 33 14 15 *
34 32 17 16 *
44 30 15 10 1
41 29 16 13 *
44 30 15 11 0
44 37 10 10 *
44 34 15 7 *
45 32 14 9 *
41 31 15 13 *
45 30 13 12 1
50 27 13 10 1
41 37 11 12 *
42 34 13 10 *
46 34 11 8 *
45 35 12 8 *
43 35 11 11 1
37 38 13 11 *
38 35 15 12 *
42 33 15 10 *
41 35 12 12 *
41 34 11 14 *
43 37 11 8 *
44 35 13 9 *
44 35 12 8 *
42 34 12 12 *
47 36 11 5 1
52 30 10 7 1
48 29 13 10 0
48 32 10 10 *
52 34 8 6 *
48 33 9 10 *
56 30 8 6 *
55 29 10 6 *
52 31 12 5 *
57 30 8 5 0
43 35 13 9 *
42 36 15 7 *
51 33 9 7 *



Q.2 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely  closely  closely closely Refused
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 *
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1
October 19-22, 2007 25 34 20 21 *
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 *
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 *
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 *
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 *
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 *
January, 2003 40 35 13 11 1
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1



Q.2 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 *
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 *
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 *
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 *
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 *
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 *
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 *
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 *
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 *
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 *
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 *
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 *
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 *
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1

b. A man crashing a small plane into an IRS office
in Austin, Texas
February 19-22, 2010 26 33 18 23 1

c. Haiti releasing most of the Americans who were
accused of attempted kidnapping

February 19-22, 2010 16 30 29 23 *
February 12-15, 2010: The aftermath of a

major earthquake and relief efforts in Haiti 37 37 17 8 *
February 5-8, 2010 42 39 13 6 *
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 38 13 4 *
January 22-25, 2010 50 40 8 3 *
January 15-18, 2010: A major earthquake in

Haiti 60 28 8 4 *

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
August 14-17, 2009: A typhoon that caused

flooding and mudslides in Taiwan 7 21 30 41 1
April 9-13, 2009: A major earthquake in Italy 18 35 25 22 *
May 16-19, 2008: The earthquake in China 30 41 17 12 *
May 9-12, 2008: Reports about the cyclone that

hit Burma 23 35 23 19 *



Q.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly = Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused

November 2-5, 2007: The impact of Hurricane

Noel on the Bahamas and Cuba 11 22 31 35 1
September 7-10, 2007: The impact of

Hurricanes Felix and Henriette on Mexico and

Central America 14 29 29 27 1
August 24-27, 2007: The destruction caused by

Hurricane Dean in Mexico and the Caribbean 18 39 24 18 1
October, 2005: The earthquake in Pakistan 22 39 23 16 *
January 2005: The earthquake and tsunami in

the Indian Ocean 58 32 7 3 *
January 2004: The earthquake in Iran 16 34 31 19 *
February 2001: The earthquake in India 15 33 31 20 1
March 2000: Flood rescue efforts in

Mozambique 10 26 30 34

September 1999: The earthquake in Turkey 27 37 23 12 1
November 1998: Hurricane Mitch and the rain

and mudslides in Central America 36 36 16 11 1
February 1995: The earthquake in Japan 25 47 20 8 *
May 1991: The cyclone that devastated

Bangladesh 23 36 23 17 1
July 1990: The earthquake in Iran 20 36 28 16 *

d. Debate over health care reform

February 19-22, 2010 33 28 19 19 *
January 29-February 1, 2010 39 27 16 17 *
January 22-25, 2010 41 32 15 11 *
January 15-18, 2010 37 27 19 18 *
January 8-11, 2010 39 26 20 15 *
December 18-21, 2009 42 27 16 14 *
December 11-14, 2009 42 30 15 14 *
December 4-7, 2009 42 28 15 14 1
November 20-23, 2009 42 29 14 15 *
November 13-16, 2009 38 26 17 17 1
November 6-9, 2009 35 28 15 22 1
October 30-November 2, 2009 32 26 19 23 *
October 23-26, 2009 40 27 16 17 1
October 16-19, 2009 36 28 15 21 *
October 9-12, 2009 37 29 14 19 1
October 2-5, 2009 39 29 16 16 *
September 25-28, 2009 45 31 12 12 0
September 18-21, 2009 44 26 19 11 *
September 11-14, 2009 44 27 14 15 *
September 3-6, 2009 40 26 16 17 0
August 28-31, 2009 40 28 17 14 1
August 21-24, 2009 49 24 12 15 1
August 14-17, 2009 39 31 15 15 1



Q.2 CONTINUED...
Very Fairly = Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused

TREND FOR COMPARISON:!
August 7-10, 2009: Debate in Washington over

health care reform 40 27 17 15 1
July 31-August 3, 2009 47 26 14 13 1
July 24-27, 2009 44 28 15 13 *
July 17-20, 2009 33 31 13 21 2
July 10-13, 2009 24 29 20 27 *
June 26-29, 2009 29 26 20 25 1
June 19-22, 2009 28 28 20 23 *
June 12-15, 2009 29 26 18 26 *
May 15-18, 2009 25 30 20 24 *
March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a
$630 billion fund for overhauling health care 41 32 13 14 *
September, 1994: The Clinton
administration’s health care reform proposals 32 41 18 9 *
June, 1994 34 40 19 7 *
May, 1994 37 37 16 9 1
January, 1994 38 38 15 9 *
Early January, 1994 40 40 14 6 *
December, 1993 45 35 12 7 1
October, 1993 44 32 17 6 1
September, 1993 49 34 11 6 *
August, 1993: Reports about the White House
task force on health care reform headed by
Hillary Clinton 27 32 25 15 1
June, 1993 28 38 19 15 *
May, 1993 30 30 25 14 1
e. The Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Canada
February 19-22, 2010 30 25 19 25 *
February 12-15, 2010: The start of the Winter
Olympics in Vancouver, Canada 18 23 23 35 1
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
Aug 22-25, 2008: The Olympic Games in
Beijing, China 35 31 19 15 *
August 15-18, 2008 35 31 17 16 1
August 8-11, 2008 24 29 24 23 *
August 1-4, 2008 13 33 31 23 *
July 25-28, 2008 12 31 29 28 *
April 4-7, 2008 5 18 31 45 1
Early September, 2004: Summer/Athens 25 25 21 29 *
February 12-18, 2002:; Winter/Utah 22 30 21 26 1
Early October, 2000: Summer/Sydney 27 28 24 21 *
Early September, 1996: Summer/Atlanta 32 34 20 14 *
! June 12-15, 2009 through August 7-10, 2009 asked about: “Debate in Washington over health care reform.” May 15-18,

2009 asked about: “Debate over Barack Obama’s health care plans.” March 6-9, 2009 asked about: “Barack Obama
proposing a $630 billion fund for overhauling the U.S. health care system.” September, 1993 through September, 1994
asked about: “The Clinton Administration’s health care reform proposals.” May, 1993 through August, 1993 asked about:
“Reports about the White House task force on health care reform headed by Hillary Clinton.”

For August 1-4, 2008 and April 4-7, 2008 the story was listed as “News about the upcoming Olympic games in Beijing,
China.” For July 25-28, 2008 the story was listed as “News about China as the Beijing Olympic Games approach.”



Q.2 CONTINUED...

f.

July, 1996: Summer/Atlanta
February, 1992: Winter/France

The U.S. military effort in Afghanistan

February 19-22, 2010

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
January 8-11, 2010: Suicide bombing that killed
seven Americans at a CIA base in Afghanistan

December 11-14, 2009: The U.S. military effort

in Afghanistan
December 4-7, 2009°
November 20-23, 2009
November 13-16, 2009
November 6-9, 2009
October 30-November 2, 2009
October 23-26, 2009
October 16-19, 2009
October 9-12, 2009
September 25-28, 2009
September 18-21, 2009
September 11-14, 2009
September 3-6, 2009
August 7-10, 2009
March 20-23, 2009
February 20-23, 2009
January 30-February 2, 2009
January 2-4, 2009
October 24-27, 2008
October 10-13, 2008
September 12-15, 2008
August 29-31, 2008
July 18-21, 2008

July 11-14, 2008

July 3-7, 2008

June 20-23, 2008

Late July, 2002

June, 2002

April, 2002

Early April, 2002
February, 2002
January, 2002
December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
Early November, 2001
Mid-October, 2001

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
45 30 13 11 1
33 30 19 17 1
24 36 21 19 *
24 31 27 17 1
35 33 18 13 *
43 33 14 8 1
29 31 17 22 1
29 28 20 22 1
22 35 24 18 *
24 32 21 22 *
32 29 21 18 *
25 31 20 24 *
31 31 21 17 0
27 40 17 16 *
26 33 25 16 *
25 35 22 18 1
23 33 23 21 0
24 32 23 21 1
24 32 22 22 *
27 29 24 19 1
26 34 24 16 *
22 33 23 21 1
28 32 22 17 1
19 34 29 18 *
21 34 25 19 1
18 27 32 23 *
27 33 24 16 *
19 28 29 23 1
19 28 32 21 *
20 30 30 20 *
41 38 13 7 1
38 32 20 9 1
39 39 13 8 1
45 37 12 5 1
47 39 8 5 1
51 35 9 4 1
44 38 12 5 1
49 36 11 3 1
45 36 12 6 1
51 35 10 3 1

December 4-7, 2009 asked about “President Obama’s decision to send more U.S. troops to Afghanistan.” From November
13-16, 2009, to November 20-23, 2009, the question asked about “The debate over whether to send more troops to
Afghanistan.” From October 9-12, 2009, through November 6-9, 2009, the question asked about “The U.S. military effort

in Afghanistan.” September 25-28, 2009 asked about “The debate over whether to send more troops to Afghanistan.”

February 20-23, 2009 asked about “The Obama administration’s decision to send 17,000 additional U.S. troops to

Afghanistan.” From June 20-23, 2008 to October 10-13, 2008 the story was listed as “The military effort in Afghanistan

against Taliban fighters.” All other dates asked about “The U.S. military effort in Afghanistan.”



Q.3

Q4

Q.5

Which ONE of the stories | just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another
story you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE
RESPONSE.]

Feb 19-22
2010
24 The Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Canada
18 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy
16 Debate over health care reform
9 A man crashing a small plane into an IRS office in Austin, Texas
9 Haiti releasing most of the Americans who were accused of attempted kidnapping
8 The U.S. military effort in Afghanistan
7 Some other story (VOL.)
8 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

Thinking now about the issue of health care, from what you’ve seen and heard, do you think a
health care reform bill will pass this year or not?

DK/
Yes, will  No, willnot Refused
February 19-22, 2010 27 62 11
January 29-February 1, 2010 29 60 11
January 22-25, 2010 27 67 5
January 15-18, 2010 57 33 10
January 8-11, 2010 59 29 11
December 18-21, 2009* 61 34 5
December 11-14, 2009 56 38 6
December 4-7, 2009 52 35 14
November 20-23, 2009 52 37 11
November 13-16, 2009 49 37 14
November 6-9, 2009 48 40 11
October 30-November 2, 2009 47 39 14
October 23-26, 2009 53 40 7
October 16-19, 2009 57 38 5
October 9-12, 2009 45 46 9

How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little
or nothing at all? [READ AND RANDOMIZE]

(VOL.)
A Nothing Don’t
Alot little atall know

Indiana Democrat Evan Bayh announcing
he will not seek a third term in the U.S. Senate 25 38 36 1

A professor accused of shooting colleagues at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville 34 41 25 *

The Pakistani military arresting several
high-ranking Taliban leaders 21 47 32 1

Tiger Woods’ televised apology for
his marital infidelities 53 32 15 *

For December 18-21, 2009 and earlier, the question asked about the chance of a health care reform bill passing “over the
next year or not”.



PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS
FEBRUARY 2010 POLITICAL SURVEY
FINAL TOPLINE
February 3-9, 2010
N=1,383

QUESTIONS 1-2 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
NO QUESTION 3

ASK ALL:

Thinking about the earthquake in Haiti ...

Q4 All'in all, do you approve or disapprove of the way the Obama Administration has handled the
government’s response to the earthquake in Haiti?’

Feb 3-9 Jan 14-17
2010 2010
66 Approve 64
16 Disapprove 14
18 Don’t know/Refused (VOL..) 21
ASK ALL:

Q5 Have you or anyone in your household made a donation to help those affected by the earthquake
in Haiti, are you planning to do so, or is this something you don’t think you will do right now?

TRENDS FOR
COMPARISON:
Hurricane Earthquake/Tsunami
Katrina in Indian Ocean
Feb 3-9 Jan 14-17 Sept 6-7 Jan 5-9
2010 2010 2005 2005
52 Yes, have made a donation 18 56 30
12 Planning to do so 30 28 30
35 No, don’t think will donate right now 46 15 37
1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 6 1 3
NO QUESTION 6 THROUGH 7
QUESTIONS 8 THROUGH 25h PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
QUESTIONS 25i THROUGH k HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE
QUESTIONS 251 THROUGH 78 PREVIOUSLY RELEASED
5 January 14-17, 2010, survey asked about “the government’s response to the situation” in Haiti.



