PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS
July 10-13, 2009 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY
TOPLINE
N=1000

Q1 What recent news story, if any, have you and your friends been talking about [OPEN END.
PROBE ONCE FOR ADDITIONAL MENTIONS. RECORD UP TO THREE. RECORD
EACH RESPONSE ON SEPARATE SCREEN. DO NOT READ PRECODE LIST. DO
NOT SUGGEST ANSWERS]?

Death of pop singer Michael Jackson

State of the economy

Health care reform

Resignation of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin

Murder of football player Steve McNair

Crime stories

Rising unemployment

Obama'’s trip to Russia, the G-8 Summit in Italy and Africa
Obama, general mentions

Local news

Gas prices

Other celebrity deaths (e.g. Farrah Fawcett, Billy Mays)
The auto industry

Sports stories

Government/politics, generally

Weather

State budget/taxes

Iran

North Korea

The stimulus package

The nomination of Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme Court/her confirmation hearings
Iraq

Cap and trade/the energy bill/energy

Swine flu

News about African American children being kept from using a pool near Philadelphia
South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford and his affair

Religion

Chicago-area cemetery plot scandal

The oil industry

The war/the troops/Iragq and Afghanistan (mentioned together)
Afghanistan

Other (VOL.)

No answer/Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

PP RPRPRPPRPRPRPRPNNNNWWORWWRRRRRO®®®® RS

Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple responses.



Q.2

a.

b.

As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all

closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM]

very closely, fairly closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Michael Jackson’s funeral and controversy
surrounding his death
July 2-5, 2009: The death of singer Michael
Jackson
June 26-29, 2009
TREND FOR COMPARISON—celebrity deaths:
March 20-23, 2009: Death of actress Natasha
Richardson in a skiing accident
October 3-6, 2008: Death of Paul Newman

June 13-16, 2008: Death of Meet the Press host

Tim Russert
January 25-28, 2008: Death of actor Heath
Ledger

November 30-December 3, 2007: Death of NFL

player Sean Taylor
March 2-5, 2007: Death of Anna Nicole Smith

February 23-26, 2007

February 16-19, 2007

February 9-12, 2007
September, 2006: Death of the Crocodile
Hunter, Steve Irwin, from a stingray strike
December, 2001: Death of former Beatle
George Harrison
July, 1999: Death of John F. Kennedy Jr., his
wife and sister-in-law in a plane crash near
Martha’s Vineyard
March, 1999: Death of former baseball player
Joe DiMaggio
June, 1998: The death of Frank Sinatra
September, 1997: The death of Princess Diana
August, 1995: The death of Jerry Garcia
August, 1995: The death of Mickey Mantle
May, 1994: The suicide of rock star Kurt
Cobain

TREND FOR COMPARISON—Michael Jackson:

June, 2005: Michael Jackson trial
Mid-March, 2005
February, 2005
November, 2003: Recent charges of child
molestation against Michael Jackson
January, 1994: Michael Jackson’s personal
problems
December, 1993

President Obama’s trip to Russia and the G-8
Summit in ltaly
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
April 17-20, 2009: Trip to Mexico and Latin
America

Very Fairly = Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused

25 26 24 24 1
25 29 28 18 1
30 28 23 19 *
18 28 24 30 *
19 29 28 23 1
28 23 19 30 *
13 29 27 30 1
14 25 22 38 1
14 19 30 36 1
13 22 33 31 1
14 25 29 31 1
11 27 31 30 1
30 36 21 12 1
10 23 30 35 2
54 29 13 4 0
18 33 27 21 1
17 31 31 20 1
54 31 11 4 *
9 19 23 45 4
24 36 21 18 1
7 14 25 52 2
13 31 29 26 1
12 23 32 32 1
8 17 30 44 1
29 27 22 20 2
19 30 30 20 1
15 25 27 32 1
14 30 24 30 1
17 26 25 32 *



Q.2 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused
April 9-13, 2009: Visit to Turkey and Irag 23 29 22 26 *
April 3-6, 2009: Trip to Europe and meetings
with foreign leaders 25 35 21 19 *
c. Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 37 38 13 11 *
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 *
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 *
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 *
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 *
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 *
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 *
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 *
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 *
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 *
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 *
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 *
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 *
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 *
January 30-February 2, 2009 52 31 12 5 *
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 *
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 *
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 *
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *



Q.2 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely  closely  closely closely Refused
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 *
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1
October 19-22, 2007 25 34 20 21 *
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 *
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 *
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 *
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 *
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 *
January, 2003 40 35 13 11 1
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 *
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 *
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 *
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 *
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 *
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 *
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 *
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 *
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 *
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 *
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 *



Q.2 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused

February, 1992 47 37 10 6 *

January, 1992 44 40 11 5 *

October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1
d. Debate in Washington over health care reform 24 29 20 27 *

June 26-29, 2009 29 26 20 25 1

June 19-22, 2009 28 28 20 23 *

June 12-15, 2009 29 26 18 26 *

TREND FOR COMPARISON:!

May 15-18, 2009: Debate over Obama’s health

care plans 25 30 20 24 *

March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a

$630 billion fund for overhauling health care 41 32 13 14 *

September, 1994: The Clinton

administration’s health care reform proposals 32 41 18 9 *

June, 1994 34 40 19 7 *

May, 1994 37 37 16 9 1

January, 1994 38 38 15 9 *

Early January, 1994 40 40 14 6 *

December, 1993 45 35 12 7 1

October, 1993 44 32 17 6 1

September, 1993 49 34 11 6 *

August, 1993: Reports about the White House

task force on health care reform headed by

Hillary Clinton 27 32 25 15 1

June, 1993 28 38 19 15 *

May, 1993 30 30 25 14 1
e. Riots in western China 5 18 27 50 *

TREND FOR COMPARISON:

March 20-24, 2008: Violent protests in Tibet

against the Chinese government 12 27 26 35 *
f.  Sarah Palin’s resignation as governor of Alaska 14 28 28 30 *

TREND FOR COMPARISON:
November 14-17, 2008: News about Sarah
Palin and her political future 16 23 31 30 *

May 15-18, 2009 asked about: “Debate over Barack Obama’s health care plans.” March 6-9, 2009 asked about: “Barack
Obama proposing a $630 billion fund for overhauling the U.S. health care system.” September, 1993 through September,
1994 asked about: “The Clinton Administration’s health care reform proposals.” May, 1993 through August, 1993 asked
about: “Reports about the White House task force on health care reform headed by Hillary Clinton.”



Q.3

Q4

Which ONE of the stories | just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another
story you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE
RESPONSE.]

29 Michael Jackson’s funeral and controversy surrounding his death
20 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

12 President Obama’s trip to Russia and the G-8 Summit in Italy

11 Debate in Washington over health care reform

8 Sarah Palin’s resignation as governor of Alaska

2 Riots in western China

9 Some other story (VOL..)

10 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little
or nothing at all? [READ AND RANDOMIZE]

Claims that a private swimming pool near Philadelphia

Nothing DK/
Alot Alittle atall Refused
1

discriminated against a group of black and Latino children 16 31 53

Computer attacks on American and

South Korean government web sites 15 36 49
TREND FOR COMPARISON:

April 9-13, 2009: Reports that foreign spies have hacked

into the U.S. electric grid 14 34 52

The murder of quarterback Steve McNair in Nashville 41 43 16

Allegations that workers at a cemetery near Chicago dug up bodies
and resold graves for their own profit 26 38 35

On another topic...

Q.5

Q.6

All things considered....these days have you been hearing too much, too little, or the right amount

about Sarah Palin?

Oct. 24-27,
2008°
38 Too much 46
18 Too little 18
40 Right amount 33
4 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 3

Would you say the press has been too easy, too tough or fair in the way it has covered Sarah
Palin?

Oct. 3-6,
2008°
12 Too easy 21
36 Too tough 38
41 Fair 38

11 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 3

For October 24-27, 2008 this item was asked as part of a list of candidates.
For October 3-6, 2008 this item was asked as part of a list of candidates.



Q.7

Now thinking about the debate over health care reform... How much if anything, have you heard
about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little or nothing at all?

Nothing DK/
Alot Alittle atall Refused

The idea of a government health plan
as an alternative to private insurance 41 43 16

*

A proposal to tax workers health care benefits
to help pay for expanded health coverage 31 43 25 1

The potential cost of health care reform 40 43 17 *



