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a.

b.
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As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all

closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM]

very closely, fairly closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Protests in Iran over disputed elections

June 12-15, 2009: The presidential election in
Iran

TREND FOR COMPARISON:!

May 21-24, 2009: Iran testing a missile that
could reach Israel

July 11-14, 2008: The Iranian government
firing test missiles capable of striking Israel
January 11-14, 2008: Encounter between
U.S. and Iranian ships

December 7-10, 2007: Intelligence report
on lran’s nuclear weapons program
October 26-29, 2007: Mounting tensions
September 28 — October 1, 2007:
Ahmadinejad visit to U.S.

June 1-4, 2007: U.S.-Iranian talks

February 23-26, 2007: Mounting tensions
February 16-19, 2007: Iran supplying
weapons to Iragi insurgents

February 2-5, 2007: Mounting tensions
Sept., 2006: Iran’s nuclear research program
August, 2006

June, 2006

April, 2006

March, 2006

The debate in Washington over health care reform

June 12-15, 2009

TREND FOR COMPARISON:?

May 15-18, 2009: Debate over Obama’s health
care plans

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
28 28 21 22 1
18 26 23 34 *
20 29 25 26 *
25 29 22 23 1
25 26 21 27 1
25 31 20 23 1
26 34 21 18 1
23 31 20 25 1
19 27 27 26 1
29 37 18 15 1
28 32 20 19 1
33 38 18 10 1
23 34 19 23 1
24 34 20 20 3
21 32 22 22 3
26 30 23 20 1
24 31 22 22 1
28 28 20 23 *
29 26 18 26 *
25 30 20 24 *

May 21-24, 2009 asked about: “Iran testing a missile that could reach Israel.” July 11-14, 2008 asked about: “The Iranian
government firing test missiles capable of striking Israel.” January 11-14, 2008 asked about: “News about a naval
encounter between U.S. and Iranian ships.” December 7-10, 2007 asked about: “A new intelligence report stating that Iran
stopped its nuclear weapons program in 2003.” October 26-29, 2007, February 23-26, 2007 and February 2-5, 2007 asked

about: “Mounting tensions between the United States and Iran.” September 28-October 1, 2007 asked about: “Iranian

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s recent trip to New York City where he spoke at Columbia University and the United

Nations.” June 1-4, 2007 asked about: “Recent talks between the United States and Iran.” February 16-19, 2007 asked

about: “Reports that Iran may be supplying weapons to insurgents in Irag.” March, 2006 through June, 2006 asked about:

“Iran’s nuclear research program.”

May 15-18, 2009 asked about: “Debate over Barack Obama’s health care plans.” March 6-9, 2009 asked about: “Barack
Obama proposing a $630 billion fund for overhauling the U.S. health care system.” September, 1993 through September,
1994 asked about: “The Clinton Administration’s health care reform proposals.” May, 1993 through August, 1993 asked

about: “Reports about the White House task force on health care reform headed by Hillary Clinton.”



Q.1 CONTINUED...

C.

March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a
$630 billion fund for overhauling health care

September, 1994: The Clinton

administration’s health care reform proposals

June, 1994

May, 1994
January, 1994
Early January, 1994
December, 1993
October, 1993
September, 1993

August, 1993: Reports about the White House
task force on health care reform headed by

Hillary Clinton
June, 1993
May, 1993

Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

June 12-15, 2009

June 5-8, 2009

May 29-June 1, 2009
May 21-24, 2009

May 15-18, 2009

May 8-11, 2009

May 1-4, 2009

April 17-20, 2009
April 9-13, 2009
March 27-30, 2009
March 20-23, 2009
March 13-16, 2009
February 27-March 2, 2009
February 13-16, 2009
January 30-February 2, 2009
January 23-26, 2009
January 16-19, 2009
January 2-4, 2009
December 12-15, 2008
December 5-8, 2008
November 21-24, 2008
November 14-17, 2008
November 7-10, 2008
October 31-November 3, 2008
October 24-27, 2008
October 17-20, 2008
October 10-13, 2008
October 3-6, 2008
September 26-29, 2008
September 19-22, 2008
September 5-8, 2008
August 29-31, 2008
August 15-18, 2008
August 8-11, 2008
August 1-4, 2008

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
41 32 13 14 *
32 41 18 9 *
34 40 19 7 *
37 37 16 9 1
38 38 15 9 *
40 40 14 6 *
45 35 12 7 1
44 32 17 6 1
49 34 11 6 *
27 32 25 15 1
28 38 19 15 *
30 30 25 14 1
42 33 15 10 *
41 35 12 12 *
41 34 11 14 *
43 37 11 8 *
44 35 13 9 *
44 35 12 8 *
42 34 12 12 *
47 36 11 5 1
52 30 10 7 1
48 29 13 10 0
48 32 10 10 *
52 34 8 6 *
48 33 9 10 *
56 30 8 6 *
55 29 10 6 *
52 31 12 5 *
57 30 8 5 0
43 35 13 9 *
42 36 15 7 *
51 33 9 7 *
42 38 13 7 *
59 24 9 8 *
56 29 9 6 *
54 31 8 7 *
63 27 6 4 *
52 35 7 5 1
62 29 6 3 *
65 25 7 3 *
69 23 5 3 *
70 22 5 3 *
56 27 12 5 *
44 33 16 7 *
41 34 13 11 1
39 36 15 10 *
39 35 16 10 *
47 34 11 8 0
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July 25-28, 2008
July 18-21, 2008
July 11-14, 2008
June 27-30, 2008
June 13-16, 2008
May 9-12, 2008
May 2-5, 2008
April 18-21, 2008
April 4-7, 2008
March 28-31, 2008
March 20-24, 2008

February 29-March 3, 2008

February 15-18, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 18-21, 2008
January 11-14, 2008
November 2-5, 2007
October 19-22, 2007
August 10-13, 2007
Mid-November, 2006
December, 2005
Early November, 2005
Mid-May, 2005
January, 2005
Mid-October, 2004
Early September, 2004
Mid-January, 2004
December, 2003
November, 2003
October, 2003
September, 2003
March, 2003
February, 2003
January, 2003
December, 2002
February, 2002
January, 2002
December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
June, 2001

May, 2001

April, 2001

February, 2001
January, 2001

June, 1995

March, 1995
February, 1995
December, 1994
October, 1994

June, 1994

May, 1994

January, 1994

Early January, 1994

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely  closely closely Refused
46 32 10 12 *
45 33 13 9 *
44 33 12 10 1
49 31 12 7 1
42 33 14 11 *
45 31 13 11 *
43 31 15 10 1
41 35 13 10 1
39 37 12 12 *
42 36 14 8 *
45 33 13 9 *
38 35 15 11 1
37 36 11 16 8
40 37 14 8 1
42 31 16 11 *
36 32 15 16 1
27 37 16 19 1
25 34 20 21 *
28 36 18 18 *
31 40 17 11 1
35 35 18 11 1
35 39 17 9 *
30 39 19 11 1
35 41 17 7 *
30 43 16 10 1
39 34 15 11 1
37 41 15 7 *
35 38 14 11 2
40 34 15 10 1
32 39 16 12 1
39 30 18 12 1
40 35 16 8 1
42 33 15 10 *
40 35 13 11 1
38 34 17 10 1
35 40 15 9 1
30 44 16 9 1
37 40 13 8 2
41 36 15 7 1
24 41 18 16 1
34 36 15 15 0
36 34 16 13 1
30 39 18 12 1
32 38 17 11 2
26 41 22 11 *
27 45 19 9 *
23 41 22 13 1
28 43 20 9 *
27 40 20 12 1
25 42 23 10 *
33 40 16 10 1
34 39 16 10 1
36 44 13 7 *
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Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 *
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 *
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 *
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 *
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 *
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 *
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 *
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 *
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1
d. The situation between Israelis and Palestinians 15 26 30 29 1
TREND FOR COMPARISON:?
January 23-26, 2009 31 31 18 20 *
January 16-19, 2009 24 31 22 22 1
January 9-12, 2009 34 35 18 13 0
January 2-4, 2009 28 32 22 18 *
March 7-10, 2008 20 33 26 21 *
August, 2006 40 34 14 10 2
September, 2003 31 36 20 13 *
Early June, 2003 26 40 20 13 1
December, 2002 29 36 22 12 1
Early October, 2002 32 39 20 8 1
June, 2002 38 33 18 10 1
April, 2002 38 37 14 10 1
Early April, 2002 44 33 13 9 1
December, 2001 31 40 19 9 1
Early September, 2001 21 33 25 20 1
April, 2001 22 34 24 19 1
Mid-October, 2000 30 38 18 13 1
Early October, 2000 21 30 27 21 1
January, 1997 12 23 29 35 1
October, 1996 17 34 26 23 *
May, 1988 18 37 34 9 2

For January 2-4, 2009 through January 23-26, 2009 the item was listed as “Conflict between the Israeli military and Hamas
forces in Gaza.” In Early September 2001 through September, 2003 and for Mid-October 2000 and March 7-10, 2008 the
item was listed as “Continued violence in the Middle East between the Palestinians and the Israelis.” In August 2006 the
item was listed as “The military conflict between Israel and Hezbollah forces in Lebanon.” In April 2001 the item was
listed as “Continued violence in the Middle East.” In Early October 2000 the item was listed as "Renewed violence in the
Middle East between the Palestinians and the Israelis." In January 1997 the item was listed as "Renewed tensions between
Israelis and Palestinians over Hebron." In October 1996 the item was listed as “Renewed violence between Israelis &
Palestinians on the West Bank and in Jerusalem.” In May 1988 the item was listed as "The conflict in the Middle East
between the Palestinians and the Israelis in the occupied territories."



Q.1 CONTINUED...

e.

f.

Q.2

Which ONE of the stories | just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another
story you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE
RESPONSE.]

22 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

20 Protests in Iran over disputed elections

17 The debate in Washington over health care reform

12 New military threats from North Korea

7 The Obama administration’s plans to expand regulations of financial institutions
3 The situation between Israelis and Palestinians

7 Some other story

11 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)

May 29-June 1, 2009 asked about: “Reports about North Korea testing nuclear weapons and missiles.” April 3-6, 2009
asked about: “North Korea’s plans to test a long range missile.” June 27-30, 2008 asked about: “North Korea taking steps
to halt its nuclear weapons program.” February 16-19, 2007 asked about: “Recent negotiations to shut down North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program.” October, 2006 asked about: “North Korea’s announcement that it recently tested a nuclear
weapon.” January, 2003 to February, 2005 asked about: “North Korea’s nuclear weapons program.” Late October, 2002
asked about: “North Korea’s admission that it has been secretly developing nuclear weapons.” June, 1994 asked about:
“Reports about North Korea’s building of nuclear weapons and refusal to allow UN inspections.”

For March 27-30, 2009 the item was worded: “The Obama administration’s plans to expand regulations over financial
institutions.”

Very Fairly  Nottoo Notatall DK/
closely closely closely closely Refused
New military threats from North Korea 27 31 21 21 *
TREND FOR COMPARISON:*
May 29-June 1, 2009: North Korea testing
nuclear weapons and missiles 34 36 17 13 *
April 3-6, 2009: North Korea’s plans to test
long range missile 23 31 19 27 *
June 27-30, 2008: North Korea takes steps
to halt its nuclear weapons program 19 30 26 24 1
February 16-19, 2007: Nuclear weapons
negotiations 15 31 22 31 1
Late October, 2006: Nuclear weapons test 45 33 13 8 1
February, 2005: Nuclear weapons program 22 34 22 22 *
September, 2003 19 32 27 21 1
May, 2003 27 40 22 11 *
March, 2003 34 34 19 12 1
February, 2003 33 34 18 13 2
January, 2003 33 34 18 14 1
Late October, 2002: Admits to secret weapons 25 31 23 20 1
program
June, 1994: Refuses U.N. inspections 27 33 26 14 *
The Obama administration’s plans to expand
regulations of financial institutions 27 28 26 19 *
March 27-30, 2009° 36 29 19 16 *



Q.3

How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little

or nothing at all? [READ AND RANDOMIZE]
The Iranian government banning foreign journalists
from covering protests

Iranians sending amateur video and first hand accounts
of protests to web sites and media

Barack Obama extending some benefits to the same-sex
partners of federal employees

Rhode Island legalizing the sale of medical marijuana

The FDA advising consumers to stop using Zicam cold remedy
because it could damage people’s sense of smell

A Continental Airlines pilot dying mid-flight

Nothing DK/
Alot Alittle atall Refused

35 35 30 1
32 28 39 1

20 41 37 1

7 25 67 1

21 35 44 *

36 38 26 *



