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PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS 
APRIL 9-13, 20091 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY 

TOPLINE 
N=1006 

 
Q.1 In the past few weeks, have you come to have a MORE favorable opinion of Barack Obama, a 

LESS favorable opinion of Barack Obama, or hasn’t your opinion of him changed lately?  
 
 More 

favorable 
Less 

favorable 
Opinion has 
not changed 

Don’t 
know/Refused 

      Barack Obama     
April 9-13, 2009 20 18 60 2=100 
March 20-23, 2009 22 19 56 3=100 
February 27-March 2, 2009 23 20 56 1=100 
February 6-9, 2009 23 16 60 1=100 

     
2008 CAMPAIGN     
TREND FOR COMPARISON:2     

October 31-November 3, 2008 25 25 49 1=100 
October 24-27, 2008 24 21 52 3=100 
October 17-20, 2008 33 23 43 1=100 
October 10-13, 2008 29 21 48 2=100 
October 3-6, 2008 28 23 47 2=100 
September 26-29, 2008 31 23 45 1=100 
September 19-22, 2008 25 20 53 2=100 
September 12-15, 2008 20 20 58 2=100 
September 5-8, 2008 20 20 59 1=100 
August 29-31,  2008 29 19 50 2=100 
August 22-25, 2008 22 21 54 3=100 
August 15-18, 2008 16 21 60 3=100 
August 8-11, 2008 15 18 64 3=100 
August 1-4, 2008 16 22 60 2=100 
July 25-28, 2008 17 21 59 3=100 
July 18-21, 2008 16 22 60 2=100 
July 11-14, 2008 15 17 64 4=100 
July 3-7, 2008 17 17 62 4=100 
June 27-30, 2008 21 19 56 4=100 
June 20-23, 2008 16 16 66 2=100 
June 13-16, 2008 17 15 64 4=100 
June 6-9, 2008 19 17 61 3=100 
May 30-June 2, 2008 17 21 58 4=100 
May 22-25, 2008 18 20 60 2=100 
May 16-19, 2008 19 19 59 3=100 
May 9-12, 2008 20 23 55 2=100 
May 2-5, 2008 11 25 59 5=100 
April 25-28, 2008 16 24 58 2=100 
April 18-21, 2008 18 24 54 4=100 
March 28-31, 2008 18 27 52 3=100 
March 20-24, 2008 22 30 46 2=100 

                                                 
1  Polling was not conducted on Sunday, April 12, 2009, which was Easter. 
2  For March 20-24, 2008, through October 31-November 3, 2008, the introduction read, “In the past few days.” For 

September 12-15 through October 31-November 3, 2008, the question asked respondents to “Please think about each of the 
following candidates,” Barack Obama, John McCain, Joe Biden and Sarah Palin in the 2008 presidential and vice 
presidential elections.  For June 13-16, 2008, through September 5-8, 2008, the question was worded, “Please think about 
each of the following presidential candidates…” and asked about Barack Obama and John McCain.  For March 20-24, 
2008, through June 6-9, 2008, the list of presidential candidates included Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama and John McCain. 
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Q.2 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all 
closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] 
very closely, fairly closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 
 

 Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

DK/ 
Refused 

a. News about state and local budget problems 28 30 21 21 *=100 
      
b. Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 48 29 13 10 0=100 

March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 *=100 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 *=100 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 *=100 
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 *=100 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 *=100 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 *=100 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0=100 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 *=100 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 *=100 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 *=100 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 *=100 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 *=100 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 *=100 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 *=100 
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 *=100 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1=100 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 *=100 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 *=100 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 *=100 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 *=100 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 *=100 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 *=100 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1=100 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 *=100 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 *=100 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0=100 
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 *=100 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 *=100 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1=100 
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1=100 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 *=100 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 *=100 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1=100 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1=100 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 *=100 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 *=100 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 *=100 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1=100 
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8=100 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1=100 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 *=100 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1=100 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1=100 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 *=100 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 *=100 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1=100 



 3

Q.2 CONTINUED… 
 

 
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1=100 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 *=100 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1=100 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 *=100 
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1=100 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1=100 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 *=100 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2=100 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1=100 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1=100 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1=100 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1=100 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 *=100 
January, 2003 40 35 13 11 1=100 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1=100 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1=100 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1=100 
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2=100 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1=100 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1=100 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0=100 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1=100 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1=100 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2=100 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 *=100 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 *=100 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1=100 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 *=100 
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1=100 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 *=100 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1=100 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1=100 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 *=100 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1=100 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 *=100 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1=100 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 *=100 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 *=100 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1=100 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 *=100 
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 *=100 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1=100 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1=100 
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 *=100 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 *=100 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 *=100 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1=100 
      

c. A major earthquake in Italy  18 35 25 22 *=100 
TREND FOR COMPARISON:      

August 1-4, 2008: Los Angeles 17 29 31 23 *=100 
May 30-June 2, 2008: China 26 39 21 14 *=100 
May 22-25, 2008: China 23 42 24 11 *=100 
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Q.2 CONTINUED… 
 

 
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
May 16-19, 2008: China 30 41 17 12 *=100 
October 2005: Pakistan 22 39 23 16 *=100 
January 2005:  Earthquake and Tsunami in 
Indian Ocean 58 32 7 3 *=100 
January 2004: Iran 16 34 31 19 *=100 
February 2001: India 15 33 31 20 1=100 
October 1999: Taiwan 17 36 31 16 *=100 
September 1999: Turkey 27 37 23 12 1=100 
February 1995: Japan 25 47 20 8 *=100 
January 1994: Southern California 63 31 5 1 0=100 
July 1990: Iran 20 36 28 16 *=100 
November 1989: San Francisco 73 22 3 2 *=100 
      

d. Barack Obama’s visit to Turkey and Iraq 23 29 22 26 *=100 
April 3-6, 2009: Trip to Europe and meetings 
with foreign leaders 25 35 21 19 *=100 

TREND FOR COMPARISON:3      
July, 2001: G.W. Bush’s trip to Europe to 
attend G-8 Summit 6 21 31 40 2=100 
      

e. The legalization of gay marriage in Iowa and 
Vermont 13 21 23 42 1=100 
TREND FOR COMPARISON:4      

Nov. 7-10, 2008: CA vote bans gay marriage 18 26 24 32 *=100 
June 20-23, 2008: Same sex marriage in CA 22 26 25 27 *=100 
May 16-19, 2008: CA Supreme Court ruling 19 27 25 28 1=100 
May 2004: Gay marriage 20 27 25 27 1=100 
March 2004: Gay Marriage 29 33 20 17 1=100 
Early-February 2004: Debate over gay 
marriage 

26 32 22 19 1=100 

Mid-August 2003: Debate over gay marriage 19 30 22 28 1=100 
      

f. Somali Pirates hijacking a U.S. cargo ship with 
20 Americans aboard 34 35 14 17 *=100 
TREND FOR COMPARISON:5      

Nov. 21-24, 2008: Hijack Saudi supertanker 19 28 23 30 *=100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3  July, 2001, asked about: “George W. Bush’s trip to Europe to attend the G-8 Summit in Genoa, Italy.” This question was 

not asked as part of a list.   
4  November 7-10, 2008, asked about: “California voting to ban gay marriage.” June 20-23, 2008, asked about: “The issue of 

same sex marriage in California.” May 16-19, 2008, asked about: “The California Supreme Court’s decision giving same 
sex couples the right to marry.” March, 2004 and May, 2004 asked about: “The issue of gay and lesbian marriage.” August, 
2003 and February, 2004 asked about: “The debate about allowing gays and lesbians to marry.” 

5  November 21-24, 2008, asked about: “Pirates from Somalia hijacking a Saudi Arabian supertanker.” 
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Q.3 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another 
story you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE 
RESPONSE.]    
 
31 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 
20 Somali Pirates hijacking a U.S. cargo ship with 20 Americans aboard 

 11 Barack Obama’s visit to Turkey and Iraq  
 8 A major earthquake in Italy 
 5 News about state and local budget problems 

  2 The legalization of gay marriage in Iowa and Vermont 
 11 Some other story (VOL.) 
 12 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  
 100 
 
Q.4 How much if anything, have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little 

or nothing at all? [READ AND RANDOMIZE] 
 
      Nothing DK/ 
    A lot A little at all Refused 
a. Actor Kal Penn leaves the TV show House 
 to take a job in the Obama administration  6 26 67 1=100 
 
b. Reports that one out of every five four-year-olds 
 fits the definition of being obese  20 45 35 *=100 
 TREND FOR COMPARISON: 
     Nov. 9-12, 2007: A new study that suggested that  
     being overweight does NOT increase the risk of dying 
     of certain diseases  16 36 47 1=100 
 
c. Reports that children of older fathers score lower on IQ tests 
 than the children of younger dads   3 17 80 *=100 
 
d. A report showing that ice in the Artic sea is melting faster 
  than scientists expected   24 43 32 1=100 
  
e. Reports that foreign spies have hacked into  
 the U.S. electric grid  14 34 52 *=100 
 
On another topic… 
Q.5 Are you hearing mostly good news about the economy these days, mostly bad news about the 

economy or a mix of both good and bad news? 
 
   Mar 13-16 Feb 13-16 Jan 16-19 Dec 5-8 
   2009 2009 2009 2008 

 4  Hearing mostly good news about the economy 2 2 2 1 
 39 Hearing mostly bad news about the economy [OR] 51 60 67 80 

56 A mix of good and bad 46 37 30 19 
  1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL. DO NOT READ) 1 1 1 * 
 100  100 100 100 100 
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Q.6 And thinking about the local area where you live. Are you hearing mostly good news about the 
economy in your area these days, mostly bad news about the economy in your area or a mix of 
both good and bad news? 

 
  5 Hearing mostly good news about the economy in my area 
 44 Hearing mostly bad news about the economy in my area [OR] 
 49 A mix of good and bad 
  2 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 100 


