PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS
SEPTEMBER 5-8, 2008 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY
TOPLINE
N=1,004

Q1 Apart from who you support, which presidential candidate have you heard the most about in the
news in the last week or s0? [OPEN-END. RECORD FIRST MENTION ONLY]

Barack John Don’t know/

Obama McCain Other* Refused
September 5-8, 2008 28 54 12 6=100
August 29-31, 2008 81 11 2 6=100
August 22-25, 2008 77 11 3 9=100
August 15-18, 2008 62 19 4 15=100
August 8-11, 2008 69 15 5 11=100
August 1-4, 2008 76 11 4 9=100
July 25-28, 2008 77 9 3 11=100
July 18-21, 2008 76 10 2 12=100
July 11-14, 2008 72 10 5 13=100
July 3-7, 2008 71 11 3 15=100
June 27-30, 2008 75 10 5 10=100
June 20-23, 2008 74 12 4 10=100
June 13-16, 2008 69 12 7 12=100
June 6-9, 2008 67 2 23 8=100
May 30-June 2, 2008 54 5 28 13=100
May 22-25, 2008 51 8 29 12=100
May 16-19, 2008 59 4 27 10=100
May 9-12, 2008 52 2 38 8=100
May 2-5, 2008 57 2 31 10=100
April 25-28, 2008 46 3 39 12=100
April 18-21, 2008 55 4 29 12=100
April 11-14, 2008 51 8 26 15=100
April 4-7, 2008 45 6 35 14=100
March 28-31, 2008 53 4 32 11=100
March 20-24, 2008 70 3 16 11=100
March 14-17, 2008 57 4 28 11=100
March 7-10, 2008 38 6 41 15=100

Q.2 Please think about each of the following presidential candidates [INSERT NAME. ROTATE]. In
the past few days, have you come to have a MORE favorable opinion of him, a LESS favorable
opinion, or hasn’t your opinion of him changed lately?

More Less Opinion has Don’t

Favorable Favorable Not changed know

a. Barack Obama 20 20 59 1=100
August 29-31, 2008 29 19 50 2=100
August 22-25, 2008 22 21 54 3=100
August 15-18, 2008 16 21 60 3=100
August 8-11, 2008 15 18 64 3=100
August 1-4, 2008 16 22 60 2=100
July 25-28, 2008 17 21 59 3=100
July 18-21, 2008 16 22 60 2=100
July 11-14, 2008 15 17 64 4=100
July 3-7, 2008 17 17 62 4=100

For September 5-8, “Other” includes 10% who volunteered Sarah Palin. In previous weeks, “Other” includes responses for
Hillary Clinton.



Q.2 CONTINUED...

More Less Opinion has Don’t

Favorable Favorable Not change know

June 27-30, 2008 21 19 56 4=100
June 20-23, 2008 16 16 66 2=100
June 13-16, 2008 17 15 64 4=100
June 6-9, 2008 19 17 61 3=100
May 30-June 2, 2008 17 21 58 4=100
May 22-25, 2008 18 20 60 2=100
May 16-19, 2008 19 19 59 3=100
May 9-12, 2008 20 23 55 2=100
May 2-5, 2008 11 25 59 5=100
April 25-28, 2008 16 24 58 2=100
April 18-21, 2008 18 24 54 4=100
March 28-31, 2008 18 27 52 3=100
March 20-24, 2008 22 30 46 2=100
b. John McCain 35 24 40 1=100
August 29-31, 2008 28 22 47 3=100
August 22-25, 2008 17 20 60 3=100
August 15-18, 2008 17 21 59 3=100
August 8-11, 2008 14 20 63 3=100
August 1-4, 2008 18 23 57 2=100
July 25-28, 2008 16 19 62 3=100
July 18-21, 2008 17 15 65 3=100
July 11-14, 2008 14 15 66 5=100
July 3-7, 2008 15 16 64 5=100
June 27-30, 2008 17 21 58 4=100
June 20-23, 2008 15 18 65 2=100
June 13-16, 2008 13 18 66 3=100
June 6-9, 2008 14 15 65 6=100
May 30-June 2, 2008 11 20 64 5=100
May 22-25, 2008 15 18 63 4=100
May 16-19, 2008 14 21 62 3=100
May 9-12, 2008 12 18 67 3=100
May 2-5, 2008 10 13 71 6=100
April 25-28, 2008 14 16 65 5=100
April 18-21, 2008 18 15 61 6=100
March 28-31, 2008 18 20 57 5=100
March 20-24, 2008 18 18 61 3=100

Q.3 As | read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all
closely. First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE ITEMS] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow
[ITEM] very closely, fairly closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”]

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused

a. The impact of Hurricane Gustav on the Gulf

Coast 42 35 17 6 *=100
August 29-31, 2008 33 30 23 14 *=100
TREND FOR COMPARISON:
July 25-28, 2008: Dolly (Texas coast) 19 29 29 23 *=100
November 2-5, 2007: Noel (Bahamas and
Cuba) 11 22 31 35 1=100
September 7-10, 2007: Felix and Henriette
(Mexico and Central America) 14 29 29 27 1=100



Q.3 CONTINUED...

b.

August 24-27, 2007: Dean (Mexico and

Caribbean)

November, 2005: Wilma (Mexico and

Florida)

September, 2005: Katrina (New Orleans and

Gulf Coast)

July, 2005: Recent hurricanes (Gulf coast)

September, 2003: Isabel

Early October, 2002: Recent hurricanes
(Gulf of Mexico and Louisiana)

Reports about the condition of the U.S.
economy

August 29-31, 2008
August 15-18, 2008
August 8-11, 2008
August 1-4, 2008
July 25-28, 2008
July 18-21, 2008
July 11-14, 2008
June 27-30, 2008
June 13-16, 2008
May 9-12, 2008
May 2-5, 2008
April 18-21, 2008
April 4-7, 2008
March 28-31, 2008
March 20-24, 2008

February 29-March 3, 2008

February 15-18, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 18-21, 2008
January 11-14, 2008
November 2-5, 2007
October 19-22, 2007
August 10-13, 2007
Mid-November, 2006
December, 2005

Early November, 2005
Mid-May, 2005
January, 2005
Mid-October, 2004
Early September, 2004
Mid-January, 2004
December, 2003
November, 2003
October, 2003
September, 2003
March, 2003

February, 2003
January, 2003
December, 2002
February, 2002
January, 2002

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
18 39 24 18 1=100
34 37 21 8 *=100
70 21 7 2 *=100
38 37 17 8 *=100
47 28 15 10 *=100
38 34 18 10 *=100
44 33 16 7 *=100
41 34 13 11 1=100
39 36 15 10 *=100
39 35 16 10 *=100
47 34 11 8 0=100
46 32 10 12 *=100
45 33 13 9 *=100
44 33 12 10 1=100
49 31 12 7 1=100
42 33 14 11 *=100
45 31 13 11 *=100
43 31 15 10 1=100
41 35 13 10 1=100
39 37 12 12 *=100
42 36 14 8 *=100
45 33 13 9 *=100
38 35 15 11 1=100
37 36 11 16 8=100
40 37 14 8 1=100
42 31 16 11 *=100
36 32 15 16 1=100
27 37 16 19 1=100
25 34 20 21 *=100
28 36 18 18 *=100
31 40 17 11 1=100
35 35 18 11 1=100
35 39 17 9 *=100
30 39 19 11 1=100
35 41 17 7 *=100
30 43 16 10 1=100
39 34 15 11 1=100
37 41 15 7 *=100
35 38 14 11 2=100
40 34 15 10 1=100
32 39 16 12 1=100
39 30 18 12 1=100
40 35 16 8 1=100
42 33 15 10 *=100
40 35 13 11 1=100
38 34 17 10 1=100
35 40 15 9 1=100
30 44 16 9 1=100



Q.3 CONTINUED...

December, 2001
Mid-November, 2001
June, 2001

May, 2001

April, 2001
February, 2001
January, 2001

June, 1995

March, 1995
February, 1995
December, 1994
October, 1994
June, 1994

May, 1994
January, 1994
Early January, 1994
December, 1993
October, 1993
September, 1993
Early September, 1993
August, 1993

May, 1993
February, 1993
January, 1993
September, 1992
May, 1992

March, 1992
February, 1992
January, 1992
October, 1991

c. The current situation and events in Iraq

August 29-31, 2008
August 22-25, 2008
August 1-4, 2008
July 25-28, 2008
July 18-21, 2008
July 11-14, 2008
July 3-7, 2008
June 20-23, 2008
May 9-12, 2008
May 2-5, 2008
April 25-28, 2008
April 18-21, 2008
April 11-14, 2008
April 4-7, 2008
March 28-31, 2008
March 20-24, 2008
March 14-17, 2008
March 7-10, 2008

February 29-March 3, 2008

February 8-11, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 25-28, 2008

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
37 40 13 8 2=100
41 36 15 7 1=100
24 41 18 16 1=100
34 36 15 15 0=100
36 34 16 13 1=100
30 39 18 12 1=100
32 38 17 11 2=100
26 41 22 11 *=100
27 45 19 9 *=100
23 41 22 13 1=100
28 43 20 9 *=100
27 40 20 12 1=100
25 42 23 10 *=100
33 40 16 10 1=100
34 39 16 10 1=100
36 44 13 7 *=100
35 41 15 8 1=100
33 38 20 9 *=100
37 40 14 8 1=100
39 39 14 9 *=100
41 36 14 9 *=100
37 38 18 6 1=100
49 36 10 5 *=100
42 39 12 7 *=100
43 37 13 6 1=100
39 39 15 6 1=100
47 38 11 4 *=100
47 37 10 6 *=100
44 40 11 5 *=100
36 38 16 9 1=100
24 37 26 13 *=100
22 32 29 16 1=100
26 31 27 15 1=100
27 40 23 10 *=100
28 33 22 17 *=100
33 35 20 12 *=100
24 35 24 16 1=100
25 35 25 15 *=100
25 36 24 15 *=100
29 35 21 14 1=100
26 35 25 13 1=100
29 35 23 12 1=100
29 39 20 11 1=100
25 39 20 15 1=100
25 37 23 15 *=100
29 40 19 11 1=100
30 38 19 13 *=100
29 38 23 10 *=100
28 39 18 15 *=100
28 40 19 13 *=100
24 35 25 16 *=100
28 39 22 11 *=100
23 35 26 16 *=100



Q.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
January 18-21, 2008 31 33 20 15 1=100
January 11-14, 2008 25 38 21 16 *=100
January 4-7, 2008 27 38 20 15 *=100
December 14-17, 2007 26 32 24 18 *=100
December 7-10, 2007 28 37 21 14 *=100
November 23-26, 2007 25 37 21 16 1=100
November 16-19, 2007 31 37 19 12 1=100
November 9-12, 2007 29 38 19 13 1=100
November 2-5, 2007 31 35 18 15 1=100
October 26-29, 2007 28 37 21 13 1=100
October 19-22, 2007 28 37 20 15 *=100
October 12-15, 2007 26 36 18 19 1=100
October 5-8, 2007 29 33 22 16 *=100
September 28 — October 1, 2007 30 41 18 11 *=100
September 21-24, 2007 32 38 17 13 *=100
September 14-17, 2007 31 36 18 15 0=100
September 7-10, 2007 32 34 20 14 *=100
August 30 — September 2, 2007 31 34 18 16 1=100
August 24-27, 2007 34 36 18 12 *=100
August 17-20, 2007 33 34 18 15 *=100
August 10-13, 2007 36 37 14 13 *=100
August 3-6, 2007 29 40 19 12 *=100
July 27-30, 2007 28 36 19 16 1=100
July 20-23, 2007 28 34 21 16 1=100
July 13-16, 2007 25 41 17 16 1=100
July 6-9, 2007 36 34 18 12 *=100
June 29-July 2, 2007 32 35 19 13 1=100
June 22-25, 2007 30 36 18 15 1=100
June 15-18, 2007 30 37 20 13 *=100
June 8-11, 2007 32 38 15 14 1=100
June 1-4, 2007 30 36 20 13 1=100
May 24-27, 2007 33 36 18 12 1=100
May 18-21, 2007 36 34 15 14 1=100
May 11-14, 2007 30 34 18 17 1=100
May 4-7, 2007 38 37 15 10 *=100
April 27-30, 2007 27 35 21 16 1=100
April 20-23, 2007 28 35 22 15 *=100
April 12-16, 2007 34 33 20 13 *=100
April 5-9, 2007 33 39 16 11 1=100
March 30-April 2, 2007 34 37 16 13 *=100
March 23-March 26, 2007 31 38 18 12 1=100
March 16-19, 2007 34 34 17 15 *=100
March 9-12, 2007 34 37 16 13 *=100
March 2-5, 2007 37 37 16 9 1=100
February 23-26, 2007 36 36 15 13 *=100
February 16-19, 2007 30 36 19 14 1=100
February 9-12, 2007 37 34 18 11 *=100
February 2-5, 2007 38 38 17 7 *=100
January 26-29, 2007 36 38 15 11 *=100
January 19-22, 2007 37 34 18 10 1=100
January 12-15, 2007 38 36 17 8 1=100

From May, 2003 to March 23-26, 2007, the story was listed as “News about the current situation in Irag.”
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Q.3 CONTINUED...

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/

Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
January, 2007 46 40 8 5 1=100
January 5-8, 2007 40 32 16 12 0=100
December, 2006 42 39 12 7 *=100
November 30-December 3, 2006 40 36 13 11 *=100
Mid-November, 2006 44 38 12 6 *=100
September, 2006 33 43 14 8 2=100
August, 2006 41 39 12 7 1=100
June, 2006 37 43 13 6 1=100
May, 2006 42 35 15 7 1=100
April, 2006 43 36 13 7 1=100
March, 2006 43 38 12 6 1=100
February, 2006 39 42 12 6 1=100
January, 2006 40 40 12 7 1=100
December, 2005 45 38 11 5 1=100
Early November, 2005 41 40 13 6 *=100
Early October, 2005 43 36 15 6 *=100
Early September, 2005 32 40 20 7 1=100
July, 2005 43 37 13 6 1=100
Mid-May, 2005 42 42 11 5 *=100
Mid-March, 2005 40 39 14 5 2=100
February, 2005 38 45 13 4 *=100
January, 2005 48 37 11 4 *=100
December, 2004 34 44 15 6 1=100
Mid-October, 2004 42 38 11 8 1=100
Early September, 2004 47 37 9 6 1=100
August, 2004 39 42 12 6 1=100
July, 2004 43 40 11 6 *=100
June, 2004 39 42 12 6 1=100
April, 2004 54 33 8 5 *=100
Mid-March, 2004 47 36 12 4 1=100
Early February, 2004 47 38 10 4 1=100
Mid-January, 2004 48 39 9 4 *=100
December, 2003 44 38 11 6 1=100
November, 2003 52 33 9 5 1=100
September, 2003 50 33 10 6 1=100
Mid-August, 2003 45 39 10 5 1=100
Early July, 2003 37 41 13 8 1=100
June, 2003 46 35 13 6 *=100
May, 2003 63 29 6 2 *=100
April 11-16, 2003* 47 40 10 2 1=100
April 2-7, 2003 54 34 9 2 1=100
March 20-24, 2003 57 33 7 2 1=100
March 13-16, 2003* 62 27 6 4 1=100
February, 2003 62 25 8 4 1=100
January, 2003 55 29 10 4 2=100
December, 2002 51 32 10 6 1=100
Late October, 2002 53 33 8 5 1=100
Early October, 2002 60 28 6 5 1=100
Early September, 2002° 48 29 15 6 2=100

From March 20-24, 2003 to April 11-16, 2003, the story was listed as “News about the war in Irag.”

From Early October, 2002, to March 13-16, 2003, the story was listed as “Debate over the possibility that the U.S. will take
military action in Irag.”
In Early September, 2002, the story was listed as “Debate over the possibility that the U.S. will invade Irag.”
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Q.3 CONTINUED...

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick resigning
from office and pleading guilty to criminal
charges

March 28-31, 2008°

TREND FOR COMPARISON:’
February, 1990: Marion Barry arrest

Tropical storm Hanna®

News about candidates for the 2008
presidential election

August 29-31, 2008
August 22-25, 2008
August 15-18, 2008
August 8-11, 2008
August 1-4, 2008
July 25-28, 2008

July 18-21, 2008

July 11-14, 2008

July 3-7, 2008

June 27-30, 2008
June 20-23, 2008
June 13-16, 2008
June 6-9, 2008

May 30-June 2, 2008
May 22-25, 2008
May 16-19, 2008
May 9-12, 2008

May 2-5, 2008

April 25-28, 2008
April 18-21, 2008
April 11-14, 2008
April 4-7, 2008
March 28-31, 2008
March 20-24, 2008
March 14-17, 2008
March 7-10, 2008
February 29-March 3, 2008
February 22-25, 2008
February 15-18, 2008
February 8-11, 2008
February 1-4, 2008
January 25-28, 2008
January 18-21, 2008
January 11-14, 2008°
January 4-7, 2008
December 14-17, 2007
December 7-10, 2007

© o N o

For March 28-31, 2008, the story was listed as “Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick’s legal troubles.”

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused

10 22 27 41 *=100
6 17 28 48 1=100
28 40 19 13 0=100
34 37 19 10 0=100
45 39 12 4 *=100
45 32 15 8 *=100
31 36 22 11 *=100
25 41 19 14 1=100
27 38 22 13 *=100
30 42 19 9 *=100
30 34 21 15 *=100
30 35 21 14 *=100
28 34 22 15 1=100
25 35 23 17 *=100
39 33 18 10 *=100
28 38 22 12 *=100
35 35 20 10 *=100
38 35 17 10 *=100
30 35 21 14 *=100
32 37 20 11 *=100
33 37 19 10 1=100
35 36 18 11 *=100
27 35 23 14 1=100
34 37 18 11 *=100
29 41 19 10 1=100
31 37 22 10 *=100
33 36 17 14 *=100
31 41 18 10 *=100
34 37 18 11 *=100
40 37 16 7 *=100
39 36 15 9 1=100
43 34 14 9 *=100
42 37 13 8 *=100
44 36 10 10 *=100
39 37 15 9 0=100
37 35 16 12 *=100
36 37 14 12 1=100
36 34 18 12 *=100
32 31 19 17 1=100
33 36 19 11 1=100
25 34 22 19 *=100
24 35 22 19 *=100

February, 1990 asked about: “The arrest of Washington’s Mayor Barry on drug use charges.”

For trend on Gustav and other hurricanes, see Q.3a.

January 11-14, 2008 asked about: “News about the New Hampshire primaries and the presidential campaign.”
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Q.3 CONTINUED...

November 30 — December 3, 2007
November 23-26, 2007
November 16-19, 2007
November 9-12, 2007
November 2-5, 2007
October 26-29, 2007
October 19-22, 2007
October 12-15, 2007
October 5-8, 2007
September 28 — October 1, 2007
September 21-24, 2007
September 14-17, 2007
September 7-10, 2007
August 30-September 2, 2007
August 24-27, 2007
August 17-20, 2007
August 10-13, 2007
August 3-6, 2007

July 27-30, 2007

July 20-23, 2007

July 13-16, 2007

July 6-9, 2007

June 29-July 2, 2007
June 22-25, 2007

June 15-18, 2007

June 8-11, 2007

June 1-4, 2007

May 24-27, 2007

May 18-21, 2007

May 11-14, 2007

May 4-7, 2007

April 27-30, 2007
April 20-23, 2007
April 12-16, 2007
April 5-9, 2007

March 30-April 2, 2007
March 23-26, 2007
March 16-19, 2007
March 9-12, 2007
March 2-5, 2007
February 23-26, 2007
February 16-19, 2007
February 9-12, 2007
February 2-5, 2007
January 26-29, 2007
January 19-22, 2007%

2004 Presidential Election

November, 2004 (RVSs)
Mid-October, 2004
August, 2004

July, 2004

10

January 19-22, 2007 asked about: “Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to run for president in

2008.”

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
23 35 23 19 *=100
20 33 26 20 1=100
26 33 21 19 1=100
21 33 25 21 *=100
27 30 21 21 1=100
21 34 26 19 *=100
23 32 22 23 *=100
13 31 26 30 *=100
22 30 24 24 *=100
21 34 25 20 *=100
24 31 22 23 *=100
22 31 24 23 *=100
18 34 26 22 *=100
19 35 21 25 *=100
22 28 24 26 *=100
19 27 24 30 *=100
23 32 21 24 *=100
19 31 25 25 *=100
19 32 22 26 1=100
16 26 30 27 1=100
17 29 27 27 *=100
24 29 24 22 1=100
20 32 25 23 *=100
18 31 21 30 *=100
17 32 26 25 *=100
19 30 24 26 1=100
16 27 32 24 1=100
22 33 23 22 *=100
18 31 24 27 *=100
18 30 23 28 1=100
23 34 21 21 1=100
14 30 29 26 1=100
18 28 27 27 *=100
18 28 27 27 *=100
25 30 26 19 *=100
20 29 27 23 1=100
20 32 22 26 *=100
15 28 29 27 1=100
24 30 23 23 *=100
19 31 26 23 1=100
22 33 24 21 *=100
18 32 22 27 1=100
24 30 24 21 1=100
24 36 22 18 *=100
24 33 23 20 *=100
24 27 22 26 1=100
52 36 8 4 *=100
46 30 12 11 1=100
32 38 16 14 *=100
29 37 18 15 1=100



Q.3 CONTINUED...

April, 2004
Mid-March, 2004
Late February, 2004
Early February, 2004
Mid-January, 2004
Early January, 2004
December, 2003
November, 2003
October, 2003
September, 2003
Mid-August, 2003
May, 2003
January, 2003

2000 Presidential Election
Early November, 2000 (RVS)
Mid-October, 2000 (RVSs)
Early October, 2000 (RVSs)
September, 2000
July, 2000
June, 2000
May, 2000
April, 2000
March, 2000
February, 2000
January, 2000
December, 1999
October, 1999
September, 1999
July, 1999
June, 1999

1996 Presidential Election
November, 1996 (RVSs)
October, 1996
Early September, 1996
July, 1996
March, 1996
January, 1996
September, 1995
August, 1995
June, 1995

1992 Presidential Election
October, 1992 (RVSs)
September, 1992 (RVs)
August, 1992 (RVs)
July, 1992
May, 1992

11

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely Refused
31 33 19 16 1=100
35 34 18 13 *=100
24 40 23 12 1=100
29 37 20 13 1=100
16 30 27 26 1=100
14 32 30 23 1=100
16 26 27 30 1=100
11 26 34 28 1=100
12 27 28 32 1=100
17 25 30 27 1=100
12 27 27 33 1=100
8 19 31 41 1=100
14 28 29 28 1=100
39 44 12 5 *=100
40 37 15 8 *=100
42 36 15 6 1=100
22 42 21 15 *=100
21 38 20 20 1=100
23 32 23 21 1=100
18 33 26 23 *=100
18 39 22 20 1=100
26 41 19 13 1=100
26 36 21 17 *=100
19 34 28 18 1=100
16 36 24 23 1=100
17 32 28 22 1=100
15 31 33 20 1=100
15 38 24 22 1=100
11 25 29 34 1=100
34 45 15 6 *=100
31 39 18 12 *=100
24 36 23 17 *=100
22 40 23 14 1=100
26 41 20 13 *=100
10 34 31 24 1=100
12 36 30 22 *=100
13 34 28 25 *=100
11 31 31 26 1=100
55 36 7 2 0=100
47 36 11 6 *=100
36 51 11 2 0=100
20 45 26 9 *=100
32 44 16 8 *=100

From May 2003 to Early February 2004 and in March 1992, the story was listed as “The race for the Democratic
nomination.” In January 2003, the story was listed as “Recent announcements by prominent Democrats about plans to run
for president in 2004.” In September 2000, Early September and July 1996, and May 1992, the question asked about “the

presidential election campaign.” In January, March and April 1996, the story was listed as “News about the Republican

presidential candidates.” In August 1992, the story was listed as “News about the presidential election.” In July 1992, the

story was listed as “News about the presidential campaign.” In January 1992, the story was listed as “News about the

Democratic candidates for the presidential nomination.” In 1988, the story was introduced as being from “this past year”
and was listed as “News about the presidential campaign in 1988.”



Q.3 CONTINUED...

Q4

Q5

Very Fairly Not too Not at all DK/
Closely  Closely Closely Closely  Refused
March, 1992 35 40 16 9 *=100
January, 1992 11 25 36 27 1=100
December, 1991 10 28 32 30 *=100
October, 1991 12 26 31 29 2=100
1988 Presidential Election

October, 1988 (RVs) 43 44 11 2 *=100
August, 1988 (RVs) 39 45 13 3 *=100
May, 1988 22 46 23 6 3=100
November, 1987 15 28 35 21 1=100
September, 1987 14 34 37 14 1=100

Which ONE of the stories | just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another

story you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE

RESPONSE.]

42 News about the candidates for the 2008 presidential election

21 The impact of Hurricane Gustav on the Gulf Coast

13 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy

11 Tropical storm Hanna

4 The current situation and events in Iraq

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick resigning from office and pleading guilty to criminal

2 charges

3 Some other story (SPECIFY)

4 Don’t know/Refused

100

Thinking about the Republican convention in St. Paul, how much of the television coverage of the
convention did you watch? Did you watch all or most of the coverage, some of it, just a little, or

none of it?
Democratic
Convention

23 All or most 22

33 Some of it 24

23 Just a little 25

21 None of it 29

* Don’t know/Refused *

100 100
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ASK Q.6 THROUGH Q.8 ONLY OF THOSE WHO WATCHED AT LEAST A LITTLE
CONVENTION COVERAGE (Q.5=1-3) [N=804]:

Q.6 For you, what was the highlight of the Republican convention? [OPEN-END; ACCEPT
MULTIPLE RESPONSES BUT DO NOT PROBE.]

Sarah Palin’s speech

John McCain’s speech

Seeing a woman on a major party ticket
Rudy Guiliani’s speech

Fred Thompson’s speech

Cindy McCain’s speech

That it’s over/the end

Joe Lieberman’s speech

Selection of Sarah Palin as the vice presidential nominee
Other (SPECIFY)

There was no highlight

Don’t know/Refused

= - g
oghoorkrrRrRrNoNDAEDE

Q.7 How would you rate John McCain’s speech at the convention? Would you say it was excellent,
good, only fair, or poor?

Obama’s
speech

16 Excellent 42
36 Good 31
23 Only fair 11
9 Poor 3

15 Did not see speech (VOL. DO NOT READ) 12
1 Don’t know/Refused 1

100 100

Q.8 How would you rate vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin’s speech at the convention? Would you
say it was excellent, good, only fair, or poor?

41 Excellent
28 Good
14 Only fair
8 Poor
8 Did not see speech (VOL. DO NOT READ)
1 Don’t know/Refused
100
ASK ALL:

ROTATE Q.9 AND Q.10
Q9 Based on what you know about the Republican vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin, do you
think she is qualified to serve as PRESIDENT if it becomes necessary, or not?

Dan Quayle
-RVs- -RVs-
Sept Aug
1988 1988
52 Yes, qualified 34 41
39 No, not qualified 47 40
9 Don’t know/Refused 19 19
100 100 100
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Q.10

Q.11

Q.12

Q.13

Based on what you know about the Demaocratic vice presidential nominee Joe Biden, do you think
he is qualified to serve as PRESIDENT if it becomes necessary, or not?

Lloyd Bentsen

-RVs- -RVs-
Sept Aug
1988 1988
66 Yes, qualified 68 62
22 No, not qualified 16 16
12 Don’t know/Refused 16 22
100 100 100

Thinking back over the last week and the reporting of Sarah Palin’s background, do you think
news organizations have given this story too much coverage, too little coverage, or about the right
amount?

Dan Quayle
Aug 1988"
43 Too much coverage 69
7 Too little coverage 2
47 About the right amount 26
3 Don’t know/Refused 3
100 100

Do you think news organizations have been fair or unfair to Sarah Palin in their coverage of her?

Dan Quayle
Aug 1988
50 Fair 39
46 Unfair 55
4 Don’t know/Refused 6
100 100

Apart from the WAY news organizations are reporting the story, do you think it is important that
voters learn about the details of Sarah Palin’s background in order to judge whether she would be
a good vice president, or do you think the details of her background are not related to her ability to
serve as vice president?

Dan Quayle
Aug 1988"
70 Important to learn about Palin 56
27 Not related to her ability to serve 38
3 Don't know/Refused 6
100 100
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In August 1988 the question was worded: “Thinking back over the last week and the reporting of Dan Quayle’s past, do
you think news organizations have...?”

In August 1988, the question was worded: “Apart from the WAY news organizations are reporting the story, do you think
it is important that voters learn about the details of Dan Quayle’s past in order to judge whether he would be a good vice
president...?”
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Now I’m going to ask you about a few specific aspects of Sarah Palin’s background...
Q.14  How much if anything have you heard about each of the following? Have you heard a lot, a little
or nothing at all? [READ ITEMS; ROTATE ITEMS]

Nothing DK/
A lot A little atall Refused

a. News that Sarah Palin’s 17 year-old daughter

is pregnant 69 21 9 1=100
b. The investigation into whether Sarah Palin used her

influence to attempt to remove her ex-brother-in-law

from the state police force 30 41 28 1=100
C. Sarah Palin’s record on reform and government

spending as Governor of Alaska 35 48 17 *=100
d. Questions about how well the McCain campaign

reviewed Sarah Palin’s background before

selecting her as the vice presidential nominee 33 43 23 1=100
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