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Top Stories of 2010: Haiti Earthquake, Gulf Oil Spill   
 

Two major disasters – the earthquake in Haiti and 

the oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico – captured the 

public’s attention more than any other major 

stories in 2010, but Americans also kept a 

consistent eye on the nation’s struggling economy. 

 

In mid-January, 60% of the public said they were 

following news about the horrific earthquake in 

Haiti very closely. In mid-July, a comparable 59% 

said they were following news very closely about 

the major oil leak in the Gulf that started with a 

deadly explosion on an oil rig. 

 

Throughout the year, the economy – the top story 

in both 2009 and 2008 – was never far from the 

top of the public’s news interest. That is especially 

true for the second half of the year amid 

indications the recovery had stalled. In early 

December, for example, 52% said they were 

following news about the economy very closely. 

That was the highest level since mid-summer, though relatively high percentages said they very 

closely followed news about the economy– or related issues such as an extension of jobless 

benefits – all year. 

 

According to the weekly News Interest Index survey, the public also closely tracked news about 

the long-running debate over health care legislation in Washington. Interest peaked at 51% 

following very closely in mid-March as the House passed the legislation and sent it to President 

Obama for his signature. And in January, a special election for a Senate seat in Massachusetts 

attracted unusually high interest because of its implications for the health care bill. More than a 

Public’s Top Stories for 2010 

 
 

Followed 
very 

closely 
% 

1 Earthquake in Haiti (Jan 15-18)* 60 
2 Major oil leak in Gulf (Jul 22-25)* 59 
3 Economy (Dec 2-5)* 52 
4 Health care reform (Mar 19-22)* 51 
5 Chilean miners (Oct 14-17) 49 
6 Midterm elections  (Nov 4-7)* 47 
7 Cold winter weather (Dec 16-19)* 43 
8 Extend jobless benefits (July 22-25) 42 
9 Ariz. immig. ruling (July 29-Aug 1) 40 
10 East coast snow storms (Feb 12-15) 39 
11 Debate over tax cuts (Dec 2-5)* 39 
12 New Ariz. immig. law (May 7-10) 38 
13 Govt resp to Xmas plot (Jan 8-11) 37 
13 Time Square bomber (May 7-10) 37 
15 Iraq troop withdrawal  (Sept 2-6) 36 
15 Mass. Senate election (Jan 22-25) 36 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER News Interest Index. Dates show 
field period of the survey in which interest was measured. 
*Interest in these stories was tracked over multiple weeks; 
highest weekly interest is shown here. 

http://people-press.org/report/575/
http://people-press.org/report/479/internet-overtakes-newspapers-as-news-outlet
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third (36%) paid very close attention to Republican Scott Brown’s victory, which dealt a 

temporary setback to supporters of health care legislation.  

 

The dramatic rescue of the Chilean miners from a collapsed mine in October drew substantial 

public interest (49% very closely). That rare good news story attracted much more attention 

than the April mine accident in West Virginia that left 29 dead. A third of the public (33%) 

followed that story very closely.  

 

Interest in the midterm campaign increased as elections approached. And after the elections in 

which the GOP won control of the House and made gains in the Senate, nearly half the public 

(47%) said they very closely followed news about the results of the midterms. That was 

comparable to interest in the Democrats’ sweeping victory in the midterm four years earlier 

(46%). 

 

The ruling in a legal challenge to Arizona’s tough immigration law also drew significant interest 

in mid-summer (40%). And nine years after the Sept. 11 terror attacks, the public continued to 

closely track new attempted attacks – as well as the government’s efforts to keep the nation safe 

(37% in January very closely followed the government response to the 2009 Christmas Day 

airplane bomb attempt and in May 37% very closely followed the Times Square bomb attempt). 

On the foreign front, 36% say they very closely followed the removal of American combat troops 

from Iraq in early September. 

 

Extreme weather conditions also grabbed the public’s attention, with 43% saying they very 

closely followed news in December about cold winter weather and 39% saying they very closely 

followed news about the snow storms that hit eastern and southern states in February. 
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A Year Dominated by Huge, Long-Running Stories 

The Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti and its aftermath dominated the public’s news interests through 

January and the first half of February.  The health care debate was the top story even after the 

legislation was passed by Congress and signed by the president in March. But the economy 

frequently ranked as the second or third most closely followed story – and more often number 

one in the year’s final months. 

 

Perceptions of the tone of economic news took a turn for the worse mid-year, as more news 

stories stressed signs that the recovery had stalled. Most notably, unemployment remained 

stubbornly high and the housing markets remained weak. 

 

The April 20 explosion of an offshore oil rig near the coast of Louisiana attracted only modest 

interest from the public. But the explosion caused a massive oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, which 

led the public’s news interests starting in early May and continuing until nearly the end of 

August.       
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Throughout the year, other 

stories jumped to the top of the 

public’s news interest. The 

public was riveted by the 

dramatic rescue of Chilean 

miners in October. Interest in 

that story far surpassed not only 

interest in the economy but also 

interest in the midterm 

elections, which were then just 

two weeks away.  

 

In late August, the public closely 

tracked the debate over whether 

a Muslim mosque should be 

built near the site of the former 

World Trade Center towers in 

New York City. That week, 19% 

said they followed the debate 

about the proposed Islamic 

cultural center and mosque most 

closely, though about as many 

(16%) cited news about an 

ongoing egg recall as their top 

story. 

 

As Nov. 2 approached, the 

elections more frequently topped 

the public’s news agenda. And as 

the year entered its final weeks, 

the public focused most closely 

on both the economy and the 

debate in Washington over 

whether to extend the Bush-era 

tax cuts. 
  

Week-by-Week Look at 2010’s Top Stories 

 
#1 Most Closely  
 Followed Story  

# 2 Most closely 
followed story 

Jan 8-11 Health care  Weather 
Jan 15-18 Haiti  Health care  
Jan 22-25  Haiti  Health care  

Jan 29-Feb 1 Haiti  Health care  
Feb 5-8 Haiti  Economy  

Feb 12-15 Haiti  Economy 
Feb 19-22 Winter Olympics Economy 

Feb 26-March 1 Health care Olympics  
March 5-8 Health care  Chile earthquake  

March 12-15 Health care Economy  
March 19-22 Health care  Economy  
March 26-29 Health care  Legislators vandalized 

April 1-5 Health care NCAA Tourn. 
April 9-12 Health care  W.Va. mine accident  
April 16-19 Health care  Iceland volcano ash  
April 23-26 Economy  Volcano ash 

April 30-May 3 Gulf Coast oil leak  Ariz. immig law  
May 7-10 Gulf Coast oil leak  Ariz. immig law  
May 13-16 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
May 20-23 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
May 27-30 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
June 3-6 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  

June 10-13 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
June 17-20 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
June 24-27 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  

       July 1-5 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
July 8-11 Gulf Coast oil leak  Immig. law  
July 15-18 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
July 22-25  Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  

July 29-Aug 1 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
Aug 5-8 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  

Aug 12-15 Gulf Coast oil leak  Immigration 
Aug 19-22 Gulf Coast oil leak  Economy  
Aug 26-29 Mosque debate  Egg recall  
Sep 2-6 Economy  Hurricane Earl 
Sep 9-12 Oil leak  Koran threats  
Sep 16-19 Economy   Elections 
Sep 23-26 Economy  Health care  

Sep 30-Oct 3 Economy  Public schools  
Oct 7-10 Economy  Elections  
Oct 14-17 Chilean miners Economy  
Oct 21-24 Economy  Elections  

Oct 28-Nov 1 Elections  Economy  
Nov 4-7  Elections Economy  

Nov 11-14 Elections  Economy  
Nov 18-21 Economy  Elections  
Dec 2-5 Economy  Tax debate  
Dec 9-12 Tax agreement  Economy  
Dec 16-19 Tax agreement   Cold winter weather  

PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
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The Week’s News  
 

In the News Interest Index survey conducted Dec. 16-19, Americans say the two stories they 

followed most closely last week were the final approval of major tax legislation in Washington 

and the cold winter weather that struck many parts of the country. 

 

Late last week, Congress passed and President Obama signed legislation that includes a 

temporary extension of Bush-era tax cuts, aid to the unemployed and several other tax measures 

intended to boost the U.S. economy. About two-in-ten (22%) say they followed this news more 

closely than any other top story; 37% say they followed news about the tax deal very closely.  

Two-in-ten (20%) say they followed news about cold winter weather most closely, while 43% say 

they followed this news very closely.    

 

About four-in-ten (39%) say they paid very close attention to news about the economy; 14% say 

they followed economic news more closely than any other topic. 

 

The media also focused on the economy and the tax legislation last week. The finale of the 

debate over tax cuts made up 17% of the newshole, according to the Pew Research Center’s 

Project for Excellence in Journalism. More general economic news accounted for an additional 

9% of coverage.  News about harsh winter weather conditions made up 3% of the newshole.   

 

This Week’s News Interest and News Coverage 
News Interest News Coverage 

         
                               % following each story  
                               very closely 

Which one story followed 
most closely? 

% of news coverage  
devoted to each story 

   

News interest shows the percentage of people who say they followed each story very closely and which one story they followed 
most closely, Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, December 16-19, 2010.  News coverage show the percentage of 
news coverage devoted to each story, Pew Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism, December 13-19, 2010. 
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Nearly three-in-ten (28%) say they very closely followed reports about a federal judge in Virginia 

ruling that parts of the new health care law are unconstitutional, including a provision 

mandating all Americans carry health insurance.  About one-in-ten (9%) say this was the news 

they followed most closely.  Far more Republicans (42%) than Democrats or independents (24% 

each) followed this story very closely. 

 

The situation in Iraq was followed very closely by 19% of the public and a similar number (17%) 

say they very closely followed news about the administration’s review of its Afghan war strategy. 

The situation in Afghanistan and the review of the war’s progress accounted for 5% of the 

newshole, while Iraq made up 1% of coverage. 

 

These findings are based on the most recent installment of the weekly News Interest Index, an 

ongoing project of the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. The index, building on 

the Center’s longstanding research into public attentiveness to major news stories, examines 

news interest as it relates to the news media’s coverage. The weekly survey is conducted in 

conjunction with The Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage Index, which 

monitors the news reported by major newspaper, television, radio and online news outlets on an 

ongoing basis. In the most recent week, data relating to news coverage were collected December 

13-19, and survey data measuring public interest in the top news stories of the week were 

collected December 16-19, from a nationally representative sample of 1,034 adults. 
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About the News Interest Index 
 
The News Interest Index is a weekly survey conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People & the 
Press aimed at gauging the public’s interest in and reaction to major news events. This project has been 
undertaken in conjunction with the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage Index, an 
ongoing content analysis of the news.  The News Coverage Index catalogues the news from top news 
organizations across five major sectors of the media: newspapers, network television, cable television, 
radio and the internet.  Each week (from Monday through Sunday) PEJ compiles this data to identify the 
top stories for the week.  (For more information about the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News 
Coverage Index, go to www.journalism.org.) The News Interest Index survey collects data from Thursday 
through Sunday to gauge public interest in the most covered stories of the week.  
 
Results for the weekly surveys are based on telephone interviews conducted under the direction of 
Princeton Survey Research Associates International among a national sample of approximately 1,000 
adults living in the continental United States, 18 years of age or older. For results based on the total 
sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to sampling is plus or minus 4 
percentage points. Results for the latest survey, conducted December 16-19, 2010, are based on a national 
sample of 1,034 adults (703 respondents were interviewed on a landline telephone, and 331 were 
interviewed on a cell phone, including 152 who had no landline telephone). Both the landline and cell 
phone samples were provided by Survey Sampling International. Interviews were conducted in English.  
 
The combined landline and cell phone sample are weighted using an iterative technique that matches 
gender, age, education, race, Hispanic origin, region, and population density to parameters from the 
March 2009 Census Bureau's Current Population Survey. The sample is also weighted to match current 
patterns of telephone status based on extrapolations from the 2009 National Health Interview Survey. 
The weighting procedure also accounts for the fact that respondents with both landline and cell phones 
have a greater probability of being included in the combined sample and adjusts for household size within 
the landline sample. Sampling errors and statistical tests of significance take into account the effect of 
weighting. The following table shows the error attributable to sampling that would be expected at the 95% 
level of confidence for different groups in the survey: 
 

Group Sample Size Plus or minus … 
Total sample  
Dec 16-19, 2010 1,034 4.0 percentage points 

   
Republicans 270 7.5 percentage points 
Democrats 328 6.5 percentage points 
Independents 306 7.0 percentage points 

 
In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and practical difficulties in 
conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls. 
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About the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press 
 
The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press is an independent opinion research group that 
studies attitudes toward the press, politics and public policy issues. We are sponsored by The Pew 
Charitable Trusts and are one of seven projects that make up the Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan 
"fact tank" that provides information on the issues, attitudes and trends shaping America and the world.  
 
The Center's purpose is to serve as a forum for ideas on the media and public policy through public 
opinion research. In this role it serves as an important information resource for political leaders, 
journalists, scholars, and public interest organizations. All of our current survey results are made 
available free of charge.  
 
All of the Center’s research and reports are collaborative products based on the input and analysis of the 
entire Center staff consisting of: 
Andrew Kohut, Director 
Scott Keeter, Director of Survey Research 
Carroll Doherty and Michael Dimock, Associate Directors 
Michael Remez, Senior Writer 
Leah Christian and Jocelyn Kiley, Senior Researchers 
Robert Suls, Shawn Neidorf, and Alec Tyson, Research Associates 
Jacob Poushter, Research Analyst 
Danielle Gewurz, Research Assistant 
 
 
For more information about the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press’ weekly News Interest 
Index, go to www.people-press.org. 
 

© Pew Research Center, 2010 
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER NEWS INTEREST INDEX 
DECEMBER 16-19, 2010 OMNIBUS 

FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1,034 

 
 
ASK ALL: 
PEW.1 As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 

happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 
 

 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

a. Reports about the condition of the U.S. 
economy      

December 16-19, 2010 39 31 14 15 2 
December 9-12, 2010 39 30 14 16 1 
December 2-5, 2010 52 28 11 9 * 
November 18-21, 2010 46 31 11 11 * 
November 11-14, 2010 38 30 15 16 1 
November 4-7, 2010 44 32 11 13 * 
October 28-November 1, 2010 39 34 11 15 1 
October 21-24, 2010 41 29 14 14 1 
October 14-17, 2010 42 33 12 13 * 
October 7-10, 2010 36 33 15 15 1 
September 30-October 3, 2010 43 35 10 11 1 
September 23-26, 2010 43 34 13 9 1 
September 16-19, 2010 37 30 16 16 1 
September 2-6, 2010 43 31 13 12 * 
August 19-22, 2010 39 31 14 15 1 
August 5-8, 2010 39 33 14 13 1 
July 29-August 1, 2010 51 33 11 5 * 
July 22-25, 2010 46 33 14 6 1 
July 15-18, 2010 37 33 14 15 1 
July 8-11, 2010 36 33 15 16 * 
July 1-5, 2010 48 30 13 8 * 
June 24-27, 2010 37 37 15 11 1 
June 17-20, 2010 38 34 15 13 * 
June 10-13, 2010 39 35 17 9 * 
June 3-6, 2010 35 33 16 14 1 
May 27-30, 2010 43 29 13 15 * 
May 20-23, 2010 40 35 13 11 * 
May 13-16, 2010 49 32 11 8 1 
May 7-10, 2010 42 34 11 12 * 
April 30-May 3, 2010 32 37 17 14 1 
April 23-26, 2010 42 31 13 14 * 
April 16-19, 2010 40 32 14 14 0 
April 9-12, 2010 40 32 15 13 * 
April 1-5, 2010 33 34 14 19 * 
March 19-22, 2010 41 32 14 13 * 
March 12-15, 2010 41 35 12 12 * 
March 5-8, 2010 40 34 12 13 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 31 33 17 19 * 
February 19-22, 2010 38 34 15 12 * 
February 12-15, 2010 35 34 15 16 * 
February 5-8, 2010 43 36 13 9 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 45 32 13 10 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 34 14 10 * 
January 15-18, 2010 37 38 14 11 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 33 15 12 * 
December 18-21, 2009 45 31 14 10 0 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

December 11-14, 2009 42 31 14 13 * 
December 4-7, 2009 41 36 13 9 1 
November 13-16, 2009 38 33 14 15 * 
October 30-November 2, 2009 34 32 17 16 * 
October 23-26, 2009 44 30 15 10 1 
October 9-12, 2009 41 29 16 13 * 
October 2-5, 2009 44 30 15 11 0 
September 25-28, 2009 44 37 10 10 * 
September 18-21, 2009 44 34 15 7 * 
September 11-14, 2009 45 32 14 9 * 
September 3-6, 2009 41 31 15 13 * 
August 28-31, 2009 45 30 13 12 1 
August 21-24, 2009 50 27 13 10 1 
August 14-17, 2009 41 37 11 12 * 
August 7-10, 2009 42 34 13 10 * 
July 31-August 3, 2009 46 34 11 8 * 
July 24-27, 2009 45 35 12 8 * 
July 17-20, 2009 43 35 11 11 1 
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 

      
b. A federal judge ruling that parts of the new 

health care law are unconstitutional 
     

December 16-19, 2010 28 24 17 30 1 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

September 23-26, 2010: News about 
portions of this year’s health care reform 
law beginning to take effect 37 31 17 14 1 
April 16-19, 2010: News about the new 
health care reform law 40 30 16 14 * 
April 9-12, 2010 46 27 15 12 * 
April 1-5, 2010 42 27 14 16 * 
March 26-29, 2010: Debate over health care 
reform 49 29 12 10 * 
March 19-22, 2010 51 24 11 14 * 
March 12-15, 2010 40 31 16 13 * 
March 5-8, 2010 42 27 17 15 * 
February 26-March 1, 2010 29 29 19 22 * 
February 19-22, 2010 33 28 19 19 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 39 27 16 17 * 
January 22-25, 2010 41 32 15 11 * 
January 15-18, 2010 37 27 19 18 * 
January 8-11, 2010 39 26 20 15 * 
December 18-21, 2009 42 27 16 14 * 
December 11-14, 2009 42 30 15 14 * 
December 4-7, 2009 42 28 15 14 1 
November 20-23, 2009 42 29 14 15 * 
November 13-16, 2009 38 26 17 17 1 
November 6-9, 2009 35 28 15 22 1 
October 30-November 2, 2009 32 26 19 23 * 
October 23-26, 2009 40 27 16 17 1 
October 16-19, 2009 36 28 15 21 * 
October 9-12, 2009 37 29 14 19 1 
October 2-5, 2009 39 29 16 16 * 
September 25-28, 2009 45 31 12 12 0 
September 18-21, 2009 44 26 19 11 * 
September 11-14, 2009 44 27 14 15 * 
September 3-6, 2009 40 26 16 17 0 
August 28-31, 2009 40 28 17 14 1 
August 21-24, 2009 49 24 12 15 1 
August 14-17, 2009 39 31 15 15 1 
August 7-10, 2009: Debate in Washington 
over health care reform 40 27 17 15 1 
July 31-August 3, 2009  47 26 14 13 1 
July 24-27, 2009 44 28 15 13 * 
July 17-20, 2009 33 31 13 21 2 
July 10-13, 2009 24 29 20 27 * 
June 26-29, 2009 29 26 20 25 1 
June 19-22, 2009 28 28 20 23 * 
June 12-15, 2009 29 26 18 26 * 
May 15-18, 2009: Debate over Barack 
Obama’s health care plans 25 30 20 24 * 
March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a $630 
billion fund for overhauling health care  41 32 13 14 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

September, 1994: The Clinton 
administration’s health care reform 
proposals 32 41 18 9 * 
June, 1994 34 40 19 7 * 
May, 1994 37 37 16 9 1 
January, 1994 38 38 15 9 * 
Early January, 1994 40 40 14 6 * 
December, 1993 45 35 12 7 1 
October, 1993 44 32 17 6 1 
September, 1993 49 34 11 6 * 
August, 1993: Reports about the White 
House task force on health care reform 
headed by Hillary Clinton 27 32 25 15 1 
June, 1993 28 38 19 15 * 
May, 1993 30 30 25 14 1 
      

c.  The extension of tax cuts and unemployment 
benefits approved by Congress and signed by 
President Obama      

December 16-19, 20101 37 27 15 19 1 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

December 9-12, 2010: The agreement 
reached between Barack Obama and 
Congressional Republicans to extend tax 
cuts and unemployment benefits 37 29 15 17 1 
December 2-5, 2010: The debate in 
Washington over the federal income tax cuts 
passed when George W. Bush was president 39 26 17 17 1 
September 16-19, 2010: The debate in 
Washington over competing Democratic and 
Republican tax plans 21 24 21 34 * 
September 9-12, 2010 16 19 22 42 1 
May 8-11, 2009: The debate in Washington 
over the federal budget 22 28 19 31 * 
March 27-30, 2009: Debate over Barack 
Obama’s budget proposal 28 34 18 19 1 
February 27-March 2, 2009: Barack 
Obama’s budget proposal for next year that 
raises taxes on wealthy Americans and 
increases spending on health care, 
education and other programs 47 34 9 10 * 
February, 2002: Debate in Congress over 
G.W. Bush’s budget and tax cut plan 17 31 28 23 1 
April, 2001 24 38 20 18 * 
February, 2001: G.W. Bush’s tax cut plan  31 35 19 14 1 
      

d. The Obama administration’s review of the 
Afghanistan war strategy      

December 16-19, 2010 17 26 25 31 1 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      

December 9-12, 2010: The current situation 
and events in Afghanistan 24 31 22 22 1 
November 18-21, 2010 27 33 21 18 1 
October 21-24, 2010 21 34 23 21 1 
October 7-10, 2010 21 36 20 22 1 

                                                 
1  The wording of item PEW.1c was changed after the first night of interviewing (December 16, 2010), to reflect Congress 

passing and Obama signing this legislation. On December 16, 2010 the question read “The debate in Washington over 
extending tax cuts and unemployment benefits.” For December 17-19, 2010 the question read as it appears above. 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

September 30-October 3, 2010 23 37 23 15 1 
September 23-26, 2010 29 40 19 11 1 
September 9-12, 2010 30 33 20 17 * 
July 29-August 1, 2010 34 35 22 9 * 
July 15-18, 2010 22 33 23 22 * 
July 8-11, 2010 23 32 24 20 1 
July 1-5, 2010 29 34 23 14 1 
June 17-20, 2010 21 30 27 22 * 
May 20-23, 2010 22 33 25 20 * 
April 9-12, 2010 21 29 27 22 1 
June 24-27, 2010: General Stanley 
McChrystal resigning as head of U.S. forces 
in Afghanistan after being quoted criticizing 
President Obama and his Afghanistan 
strategy 28 31 19 21 1 
February 19-22, 2010: The U.S. military 
effort in Afghanistan 24 36 21 19 * 
January 8-11, 2010: Suicide bombing that 
killed seven Americans at a CIA base in 
Afghanistan 24 31 27 17 1 
December 11-14, 2009: The U.S. military 
effort in Afghanistan 35 33 18 13 * 
December 4-7, 2009: President Obama’s 
decision to send more U.S. troops to 
Afghanistan  43 33 14 8 1 
November 20-23, 2009: The debate over 
whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 29 31 17 22 1 
November 13-16, 2009 29 28 20 22 1 
November 6-9, 2009: The U.S. military 
effort in Afghanistan 22 35 24 18 * 
October 30-November 2, 2009 24 32 21 22 * 
October 23-26, 2009 32 29 21 18 * 
October 16-19, 2009 25 31 20 24 * 
September 25-28, 2009: The debate over 
whether to send more troops to Afghanistan 27 40 17 16 * 
September 18-21, 2009: The U.S. military 
effort in Afghanistan 26 33 25 16 * 
September 11-14, 2009 25 35 22 18 1 
September 3-6, 2009 23 33 23 21 0 
August 7-10, 2009 24 32 23 21 1 
March 20-23, 2009 24 32 22 22 * 
February 20-23, 2009: The Obama 
administration’s decision to send 17,000 
additional U.S. troops to Afghanistan 27 29 24 19 1 
January 30-February 2, 2009: The U.S. 
military effort in Afghanistan 26 34 24 16 * 
January 2-4, 2009 22 33 23 21 1 
October 24-27, 2008 28 32 22 17 1 
October 10-13, 2008: The military effort in 
Afghanistan against Taliban fighters 19 34 29 18 * 
September 12-15, 2008 21 34 25 19 1 
August 29-31, 2008 18 27 32 23 * 
July 18-21, 2008 27 33 24 16 * 
July 11-14, 2008 19 28 29 23 1 
July 3-7, 2008 19 28 32 21 * 
June 20-23, 2008 20 30 30 20 * 
Late July, 2002: The U.S. military effort in 
Afghanistan 

41 38 13 7 1 

June, 2002 38 32 20 9 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

April, 2002 39 39 13 8 1 
Early April, 2002 45 37 12 5 1 
February, 2002 47 39 8 5 1 
January, 2002 51 35 9 4 1 
December, 2001 44 38 12 5 1 
Mid-November, 2001 49 36 11 3 1 
Early November, 2001 45 36 12 6 1 
Mid-October, 2001 51 35 10 3 1 
      

e. The current situation and events in Iraq      
December 16-19, 2010 19 30 27 24 * 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
September 2-6, 2010: The withdrawal of 
U.S. combat troops from Iraq 36 37 15 11 * 
August 26-29, 2010: The current situation 
and events in Iraq 25 36 24 15 1 
August 19-22, 2010: The withdrawal of U.S. 
combat troops from Iraq 31 33 19 17 1 
August 5-8, 2010: The current situation and 
events in Iraq 23 35 22 18 1 
May 13-16, 2010 31 34 21 13 2 
March 12-15, 2010 22 36 28 14 * 
March 5-8, 2010 26 34 20 20 * 
January 29-February 1, 2010 23 33 27 17 * 
January 15-18, 2010 20 35 28 17 * 
October 16-19, 2009 23 30 24 23 * 
September 11-14, 2009 21 33 30 16 * 
August 21-24, 2009 25 35 22 18 1 
August 14-17, 2009 19 38 23 18 * 
July 2-5, 2009: U.S. troops withdrawing 
from Iraqi cities 25 34 20 21 0 
April 24-27, 2009: The current situation and 
events in Iraq 21 35 25 19 * 
March 20-23, 2009 25 37 21 17 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009: Barack 
Obama’s plan to withdraw most U.S. troops 
from Iraq by August 2010 40 37 13 9 1 
December 12-15, 2008: The current 
situation and events in Iraq 24 35 25 16 * 
November 21-24, 2008 32 31 24 13 0 
November 14-17, 2008 24 33 27 16 * 
October 31-November 3, 2008 30 35 22 12 1 
October 24-27, 2008 29 35 25 11 * 
October 10-13, 2008 23 34 30 13 * 
October 3-6, 2008 29 33 28 10 * 
September 5-8, 2008 24 37 26 13 * 
August 29-31, 2008 22 32 29 16 1 
August 22-25, 2008 26 31 27 15 1 
August 1-4, 2008 27 40 23 10 * 
July 25-28, 2008 28 33 22 17 * 
July 18-21, 2008 33 35 20 12 * 
July 11-14, 2008 24 35 24 16 1 
July 3-7, 2008 25 35 25 15 * 
June 20-23, 2008 25 36 24 15 * 
May 9-12, 2008 29 35 21 14 1 
May 2-5, 2008 26 35 25 13 1 
April 25-28, 2008 29 35 23 12 1 
April 18-21, 2008 29 39 20 11 1 
April 11-14, 2008 25 39 20 15 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

April 4-7, 2008 25 37 23 15 * 
March 28-31, 2008 29 40 19 11 1 
March 20-24, 2008 30 38 19 13 * 
March 14-17, 2008 29 38 23 10 * 
March 7-10, 2008 28 39 18 15 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 28 40 19 13 * 
February 8-11, 2008 24 35 25 16 * 
February 1-4, 2008 28 39 22 11 * 
January 25-28, 2008 23 35 26 16 * 
January 18-21, 2008 31 33 20 15 1 
January 11-14, 2008 25 38 21 16 * 
January 4-7, 2008 27 38 20 15 * 
December 14-17, 2007 26 32 24 18 * 
December 7-10, 2007 28 37 21 14 * 
November 23-26, 2007 25 37 21 16 1 
November 16-19, 2007 31 37 19 12 1 
November 9-12, 2007 29 38 19 13 1 
November 2-5, 2007 31 35 18 15 1 
October 26-29, 2007 28 37 21 13 1 
October 19-22, 2007 28 37 20 15 * 
October 12-15, 2007 26 36 18 19 1 
October 5-8, 2007 29 33 22 16 * 
September 28 – October 1, 2007 30 41 18 11 * 
September 21-24, 2007 32 38 17 13 * 
September 14-17, 2007 31 36 18 15 0 
September 7-10, 2007 32 34 20 14 * 
August 30 – September 2, 2007 31 34 18 16 1 
August 24-27, 2007 34 36 18 12 * 
August 17-20, 2007 33 34 18 15 * 
August 10-13, 2007 36 37 14 13 * 
August 3-6, 2007 29 40 19 12 * 
July 27-30, 2007 28 36 19 16 1 
July 20-23, 2007 28 34 21 16 1 
July 13-16, 2007 25 41 17 16 1 
July 6-9, 2007 36 34 18 12 * 
June 29-July 2, 2007 32 35 19 13 1 
June 22-25, 2007 30 36 18 15 1 
June 15-18, 2007 30 37 20 13 * 
June 8-11, 2007 32 38 15 14 1 
June 1-4, 2007 30 36 20 13 1 
May 24-27, 2007 33 36 18 12 1 
May 18-21, 2007 36 34 15 14 1 
May 11-14, 2007 30 34 18 17 1 
May 4-7, 2007 38 37 15 10 * 
April 27-30, 2007 27 35 21 16 1 
April 20-23, 2007 28 35 22 15 * 
April 12-16, 2007 34 33 20 13 * 
April 5-9, 2007 33 39 16 11 1 
March 30-April 2, 2007 34 37 16 13 * 
March 23-March 26, 2007: News about the 
current situation in Iraq 

 
31 

 
38 

 
18 

 
12 

 
1 

March 16-19, 2007 34 34 17 15 * 
March 9-12, 2007 34 37 16 13 * 
March 2-5, 2007 37 37 16 9 1 
February 23-26, 2007 36 36 15 13 * 
February 16-19, 2007 30 36 19 14 1 
February 9-12, 2007 37 34 18 11 * 
February 2-5, 2007 38 38 17 7 * 
January 26-29, 2007 36 38 15 11 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January 19-22, 2007 37 34 18 10 1 
January 12-15, 2007 38 36 17 8 1 
January, 2007 46 40 8 5 1 
January 5-8, 2007 40 32 16 12 0 
December, 2006 42 39 12 7 * 
November 30-December 3, 2006  40 36 13 11 * 
Mid-November, 2006 44 38 12 6 * 
September, 2006 33 43 14 8 2 
August, 2006 41 39 12 7 1 
June, 2006 37 43 13 6 1 
May, 2006 42 35 15 7 1 
April, 2006 43 36 13 7 1 
March, 2006 43 38 12 6 1 
February, 2006 39 42 12 6 1 
January, 2006 40 40 12 7 1 
December, 2005 45 38 11 5 1 
Early November, 2005 41 40 13 6 * 
Early October, 2005 43 36 15 6 * 
Early September, 2005 32 40 20 7 1 
July, 2005 43 37 13 6 1 
Mid-May, 2005 42 42 11 5 * 
Mid-March, 2005 40 39 14 5 2 
February, 2005 38 45 13 4 * 
January, 2005 48 37 11 4 * 
December, 2004 34 44 15 6 1 
Mid-October, 2004 42 38 11 8 1 
Early September, 2004 47 37 9 6 1 
August, 2004 39 42 12 6 1 
July, 2004 43 40 11 6 * 
June, 2004 39 42 12 6 1 
April, 2004 54 33 8 5 * 
Mid-March, 2004 47 36 12 4 1 
Early February, 2004 47 38 10 4 1 
Mid-January, 2004 48 39 9 4 * 
December, 2003 44 38 11 6 1 
November, 2003 52 33 9 5 1 
September, 2003 50 33 10 6 1 
Mid-August, 2003 45 39 10 5 1 
Early July, 2003 37 41 13 8 1 
June, 2003 46 35 13 6 * 
May, 2003 63 29 6 2 * 
April 11-16, 2003: News about the war in 
Iraq 

 
47 

 
40 

 
10 

 
2 

 
1 

April 2-7, 2003 54 34 9 2 1 
March 20-24, 2003 57 33 7 2 1 
March 13-16, 2003: Debate over the 
possibility that the U.S. will take military 
action in Iraq 

 
 

62 

 
 

27 

 
 
6 

 
 
4 

 
 
1 

February, 2003 62 25 8 4 1 
January, 2003 55 29 10 4 2 
December, 2002 51 32 10 6 1 
Late October, 2002 53 33 8 5 1 
Early October, 2002 60 28 6 5 1 
Early September, 2002: Debate over the 
possibility that the U.S. will invade Iraq 

 
48 

 
29 

 
15 

 
6 

 
2 

      
f.  Cold winter weather      

December 16-19, 2010 43 27 13 16 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED…  
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
February 12-15, 2010: Major snow storms 
affecting the East Coast and the South 39 31 16 14 * 
January 8-11, 2010: Unusually cold winter 
weather 42 30 17 12 * 
January 16-19, 2009: Cold winter weather 
in much of the country 33 31 21 15 * 
December 14-17, 2007: Snow and ice 
storms in the Midwest and Northeast 30 31 21 18 * 
February 16-19, 2007: Cold winter weather 
and snowstorms in the Northeast and 
Midwest 30 33 18 18 1 
February 9-12, 2007: Cold winter weather 36 36 15 13 * 
January 19-22, 2007: Snow and ice storms 
in some parts of the country 31 32 22 14 1 
January 5-8, 2007: Winter snowstorms in 
the western U.S. 24 30 25 21 * 
January, 2001: Cold winter weather and 
storms in the Northeast and Midwest 42 31 15 11 1 
January, 1999: Cold winter weather and 
storms in the Midwest 37 34 17 12 * 
Early December, 1998: Unseasonable 
weather patterns 39 35 13 12 1 
January, 1994: News about cold weather 
conditions in the Northeast and Midwest 51 30 12 7 * 

 
ASK ALL: 
PEW.2 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story 

you’ve been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]  
 
 Dec 16-19 
 2010 
  The extension of tax cuts and unemployment benefits approved by Congress and signed by 
 22 President Obama 
 20 Cold winter weather 
 14 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy  
 9 A federal judge ruling that parts of the new health care law are unconstitutional 
 4 The current situation and events in Iraq 
 3 The Obama administration’s review of the Afghanistan war strategy 
 12 Some other story (VOL.) 
 16 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 

NO QUESTION PEW.3 

 
PEW.4 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE 
 


